
Trump isnttaking 'no tanks' Ibran answerforj uly Fourth 


Militaiy police stand military vehicles on a flatcar in a rail yard, Monday, J uly 1,2019, in Washington, ahead of a Fourth ofj uly cel¬ 
ebration that Resident Donald Trump says will include military hardware. 

Associated Press 


By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump isn't 
ta king "no ta nks" fo r a n a n- 
sweron the Fourth ofj uly. 
He said Monday that a dis¬ 
play of U.S. military tanks 
will be part of a special 
event he's headlining July 
4 in Washington — and an 
Associated Pressphotogra- 
phersaw atleasttwo M1A1 
Abrams tanks and two Bra¬ 
dley Fighting Vehicles on 
a flatcar in a railyard at 
the southeastern edge of 
Washington. 

Military police were guard¬ 
ing the vehicles, which 
were visible to passersby on 
nearby paths. 

A U.S. official told the AP 
that the military vehicles to 
be used in the J uly 4 event 
were being stored at the 
ra ilya rd. 

Trump had wanted a mili¬ 
tary parade of tanks and 
other equipment in the 
District of Columbia after 
he witnessed a similar pa¬ 
rade on Bastille Day in Paris 
in 2017. That plan eventu¬ 
ally was scuttled, partly 
because of cost, though 
Trump apparently held on 
to the idea. 


Local officials had also 
objected because of the 
damage the heavy ar¬ 
mored tanks could do to 


city streets. 

'We're going to have some 
tanks stationed outside," 
Trump said Monday from 


the Oval Office, appear¬ 
ing to acknowledge local 
officials' earlier concerns. 
He offered no specifics on 


where the vehicles would 
be located. 

Continued on Next Rage 
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Resident Donald Tiump, joined by Vice President Mike Pence, left; and Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar, right, 
speaks during a signing ceremony in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Monday, J uly 1,2019. 

Associated Press 


NO TANKS 

Continued from Rent 

'You've got to be pretty 
careful with the tanks be¬ 
cause the roads have a 
tendency not to like to 
carry heavy tanks," he said. 
"So we have to put them in 
certain areas, but we have 
the brand new Sherman 
tanks and we have the 
brand new Abramstanks." 
Sherman tanks were the 
tank most widely used by 
the U.S. during World War 
II, but they have been out 
of service fordecades The 
M1A1 Abrams tank is cur¬ 
rently the main U.S. battle 
tank. 

Two M1A1 Abrams tanks 
and two Bradley Fighting 
Vehicles will be on display 
as pa rt of Trump's "Salute to 
America "event, according 
to a U.S. official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because details of the ex¬ 
hibits have not been made 
public. 

The Abrams tanks weigh 
more than 60 tons apiece 
and were been shipped on 
railroad freight cars, from 
Fort Stewart, Georgia, the 
nearest Army base thathas 
them, "fhe White Flouse de¬ 
clined to release more spe¬ 
cific information. 

Trump recalled his visit ear¬ 
lier this year to a plant in 


Lima, Ohio, where M1A1 
Abrams tanks are refur¬ 
bished. The plant had 
been at risk for closure but 
remained online due to 


Trump's investments in de¬ 
fense spending. 

'We have some incredible 
equipment, military equip¬ 
ment on display — brand 
new," Trump said. "And 
we're very proud of it. You 
know we're making a lot of 
new tanks right now. We're 
building a lot of new tanks 
in Lima, Ohio — our great 
tank factory that people 
wanted to close down until 
I gotelected and I stopped 
it from being closed down, 
and now it'sa very produc¬ 
tive facility." 

Thursday's events are also 
expected to include a mili¬ 
tary demonstration by the 
U.S. Navy Blue Angels and 
other aircraft. 

'We're going to have a 
great Fourth of July in 
Washington, D.C. It'll be 
like no other," Trump said. 
"It'll be special and I hope 
a lot of people come. And 
it's going to be about this 


country and it'sa salute to 
America." 

"I'm going to say a few 
words and we're going to 
have planes going over¬ 
head, the bestfighterjetsin 
the world and other planes, 
too,"he said. 

Trump plans to deliver a 
speech at the Lincoln Me¬ 
morial during his "Salute 
to America," which has 
been added to the regu¬ 
lar schedule of Indepen¬ 
dence Day events in the 
nation's capital. The an¬ 
nual fireworks display will 
go off closerto the Uncoln 
Memorial instead of the 
Washington Monument, as 
hasbeenthe long-standing 
tradition. 

The event is open to the 
public and free of charge, 
but a ticket-only area in 
front of the memorial is 
being set aside for VIPs, 
including members of 
Trump's family, friends and 


members of the military, 
the White House said. 

Last year, Trump and his 
wife, first lady Melania 
Trump, hosted service 
members and their families 
at a picnic on the White 
House lawn and the presi¬ 
dent addressed guests 
from the balcony. No similar 
event is being planned this 
year. Federal lawmakers, 
local officials and others 
have voiced concerns that 
Trump could a Iter the tone 
of what traditionally is a 
nonpartisan celebration of 
America's independence 
from the British by delivering 
a political speech. Trump 
formally announced his bid 
for re-election inj une. 
Interior Secretary David 
Bernhardt, who oversees 
the National Mall and has 
helped orchestrate the 
president's vision, and other 
officials have said Trump's 
remarkswill be patriotic.□ 
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You can own your own slice of 
Paradise at Casa del Mar 


One bedroom units selling now at 
^renovation prices, starting as low as $1,800 


Chief says shorthanded ISA will handle J uly 4 travel surge 


By DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines VUHter 

The chief of the Transpor¬ 
tation Security Administra¬ 
tion says travelers should 
see only a slight increase in 
c hec kpoint wa it times over 
the four-day J uly 4 holiday 
weekend despite the diver¬ 
sion of about 350 employ¬ 
ees including sc teeners to 
the U.S.-Mexico border. 
David Pekoske said Mon¬ 
day that TEA can manage 
the lossofthose sc teeners if 
it is only temporary. He said 
the borderdeploymenthas 
not had a measurable im¬ 
pact on airport wait times 
so far. 

'This is a temporary mea¬ 
sure. We don't anticipate 
this would be a long-term 
measure," Pekoske said of 
sending sc teeners to the 
border. He said TEA can 
handle the diversion 'for 
the next severe I months" 
ISA expects to screen 
about 12.1 million people 
between Wednesday and 
Sunday for the J uly 4 holi- 
dayperiod. Pekoske told re¬ 
porters that Sunday will be 
the busiest day at check¬ 
points as holiday travelers 
fly home, but there will be 
crowds each day in early 
morning and again in late 
afternoon and early eve¬ 
ning. 

Employees from ISA and 
agencies are helping Cus- 


tomsand BorderProtection 
agents by performing non¬ 
law enforcement duties in 
connection with an influx 
of migrants at the southern 
border. The Homeland Se¬ 
curity Department plans to 
eventually hire contractors 
forthatwork, Pekoske said. 
TS4 says the number of 
workers — also including 
federal air marshals — sent 
to the border may rise 
to 650 but won't exceed 
about 1% of the agency's 
63,000 employees, 50,000 
ofwhomare airport screen¬ 
ed. Earlier this year, the 
Trump administration asked 
Congress for money to hire 
700 more screened. Peko¬ 
ske said all700positionsare 
still needed. 

TEA, however, is struggling 
to keep current workers. It 
loses about one-fifth of its 
screened each year. That 
means more spending to 
train new hires, and "it'snot 
good for security either," 
Pekoske said, "because we 
are constantly bringing in 
new people and having to 
train them up, so the expe¬ 
rience level at certain air- 
portswill get ratheryoung." 
Pekoske blamed pay rates 
that are too low to com¬ 
pete for worked in many 
cities. In response, TEA has 
offered retention bonuses 
— some up to 60% of pay, 
he sa id .Q 





In thisJan. 11,2019, file photo, passengers wait in line ata Transportation Security Administration 
checkpoint at the Philadelphia International Airport in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 
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Delay in 2020 census could gum up finely calibialed planning 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 

President Donald Trump 
said he has asked about 
delaying the 2020 census 
overa citizenship question, 
but experts say any de¬ 
lay could gum up the U.S. 
Census Bureau's finely cali¬ 
brated timetable for the 
10-year count. 

Monday was the deadline 
to start printing the 600 mil¬ 
lion documents that will be 
mailed to 130million house- 
holdsfor next April's census 
count. 

For months, the Trump ad¬ 
ministration had argued 
that the courts needed to 
decide quickly whetherthe 
citizenship question could 



Nana Gyamfi, executive director of the Black Alliance tbrjust 
Immigration, left; reads a statement as Gustavo Tones, right; ex¬ 
ecutive director of CASA, an advocacy group tbrthe immigrant 
community, stands with hisactivists; afterthe Supreme Court put 
a hold on the Tiump administration's effort to add a citizenship 
question to the 2020census, on Capitol hill in Washington, Thurs¬ 
day, J une 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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be added to the 2020 cen- 
susbecause ofthe looming 
deadline. 

"I think it's very important 
to find out if somebody is 
a citizen as opposed to an 
illegal," Trump told report¬ 
ers Monday. 'There's a big 
difference to me between 
being a citizen ofthe Unit¬ 
ed States and being an il¬ 
legal." 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled last week that the 
question couldn't be add¬ 
ed for now. Trump tweeted 
that he had asked lawyers 
if the count can be de¬ 
layed until the court can 
reevaluate the matter. 

Julie Iriondo, a bureau 
spokeswoman, said early 
Monday that she didn't 
know if any printing sched¬ 
ule changes had been de¬ 
cided. 

From a logistical stand¬ 
point, any delay "would 
be a nightmare,"said J ohn 
Thompson, who served as 
Census Bureau director 
during President Barack 
Obama's second term. 

The bureau isalready in the 
process of signing almost 
250 office leases a cross the 
U.S. and has hired 1,500 
specialists who partnerwith 
community organizations 
to encourage people to 
participate in the census. 
More than 170,000 recruits 
have already filled out ap¬ 
plications for the almost 
half-million positions being 
created for the count. The 
bureau has helped set up 
more than 1,500 commit¬ 
tees nationwide that will 
work to get everyone to re¬ 
spond. 

Furthermore, Congress 
would have to change the 
law forthe count to be de¬ 
layed because Title 13 of 
the U.S. Code mandates 
that it take place on April 1, 
2020, Thompson said. 

"I don't think there's any 
ambiguity, but I'm not a 
lawyer,"Thompson said. 


Fewer people are expect¬ 
ed to fill out the question¬ 
naires using paper than in 
years past because the 
bureau for the first time is 
relying on most respon¬ 
dents to use the internet 
to answer questions. Still, 
printed postcards and let¬ 
ters will be sent out next 
March reminding residents 
it'stime to answerthe ques¬ 
tionnaire, and those who 
don't respond digitally will 
be mailed paper question¬ 
naires As recently as last 
week, the Trump admin¬ 
istration's solicitor general 
wrote in court papers that 
the Census Bureau needed 
to finalize the questions by 
J une. Any changes to the 
paper questionnaire after 
June would impair the bu¬ 
reau's ability to conduct 
the count in a timely man¬ 
ner, wrote Noel Francisco. 

A spokesman for R.R. Don¬ 
nelley & Sons, the com¬ 
pany awarded the $114 
million printing contract for 
the 2020 census, didn't re¬ 
spond to an email seeking 
comment Monday. 

If there's a delay, R.R. Don¬ 
nelley & Sons may have 
to pay workers overtime 
and run the presses lon¬ 
ger hours, but the ques¬ 
tionnaires will get printed, 
said James Clement, an 
equity research analyst for 
the Buckingham Research 
Group. In a worst case, 
scenario, the nation's big¬ 
gest printing companies 
have underutilized presses, 
he added. "If there are de¬ 
lays, it becomes a hassle, 
maybe, but it's not like the 
job isn't going to get done," 
Clement said Monday. 
More than two dozen Dem¬ 
ocratic U.S. senators last 
week sent a letter urging 
U.S. Commerce Secretary 
WilburRossto drop any fur¬ 
ther pursuit of the citizen¬ 
ship question because itwill 
delaythe bureau'sabilityto 
conductthe count.Q 
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Trump lashes out at New York governor, attorney general 



In this April 26, 2018, file photo, then-New York FYiblic Advocate letitia James, right; speaks with 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, center, atan event in New York. 


NEWYORK(AP) — President 
Donald Trump lashed out 
at New York'sgovemorand 
attorney general Monday, 
accusing the Democrats of 
going after him in a "politi¬ 
cal Witch Hunt." 

In four tweets, Trump ac¬ 
cused Gov. Andrew Cuo¬ 
mo and Attorney General 
Letitia James of "harassing 
a II of my New York business¬ 
es in search of anything at 
all they can find to make 
me look as bad as pos¬ 
sible." 

"It is very hard and expen¬ 
sive to live in New York. 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
uses his Attorney General 
as a bludgeoning tool for 
his own purposes Ihey sue 
on everything, always in 
search of a crime," Trump 
said. 'So, on top of ridicu¬ 
lously high taxes, my chil¬ 
dren and companies are 
spending a fortune on law¬ 
yers No wonder people 
and businesses are fleeing 
New York in record num¬ 
bers!" 


It wasn't immediately clear 
what prompted the bar¬ 
rage, which came the day 
after Trump became the 
first sitting U.S. president to 
step into North Korea. 

A James predecessor, Eric 
Schneiderman, sued the 
Trump Foundation a year 
ago last month, alleging 
it was improperly involved 
in the president's political 
campaign and private 
business affairs. Her office 
has continued that suit. 
James is also investigating 
whether Trump exagger¬ 
ated his wealth to obtain 
loans She issued subpoe¬ 
nas to Deutsche Bank and 
Investors Bank seeking loan 
applications and other 
records related to Trump 
real estate projects and his 
failed 2014 bid to buy the 
Buffalo Bills. 

"The Trump Organization 
didn't immediately respond 
to requests for comment. 
Asked about the tweets, 
Cuomo told reporters 
Trump "says the most ab¬ 


surd things." 

"I have reduced taxes in 
the State of New York. If 
he'scomplaining about the 
tax increase, the only tax 
increase is the Trump tax 
increase," Cuomo said, re¬ 
ferring to a change in fed¬ 
eral tax law that reduced 
deductions for many New 
Yorkers. 

Cuomo noted that James 


is an independent elected 
official, not a gubernatorial 
appointee. 

As for her ongoing investi¬ 
gations, Cuomo said that if 
Trump "has nothing to hide 
he has nothing to worry 
about. But I think the tweet 
shows that his paranoia 
is once again getting the 
betterof him." 

J ames, who was not men¬ 


tioned by name in Trump's 
tweet, referred to only as 
"Cuomo's A.G," responded 
on Twitter that her office 
will 'follow the facts of any 
case, whereverthey lead." 
"Make no mistake: No one 
is above the law, not even 
the President," she wrote, 
adding "P.S. My name is Le¬ 
titia James. (You can call 
me fish.J.'O 
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Administration moves to ease drive-time rules for true kers 



Tine k driver Teiry Button poses with his truck during atstop in Opal, Va., Thursday, June 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


ORAL, Va. (AP) — Truck 
driver Lucson Francois was 
forced to hit the brakes just 
five minutes from his home 
in Pennsylvania. 

He'd reached the maxi¬ 
mum number of hours in 
a day he's allowed to be 
on duty. Francois couldn't 
leave the truck unattend¬ 
ed. So he parked and 
climbed into the sleeper 
berth in the back of the 
cab. Ten hours would have 
to pass before he could 
start driving again. 

'You don't want even a 
one-minute violation," said 
Francois, a 39-year-old Hai¬ 
tian immigrant, recalling his 
dilemma during a break 
at a truck stop in this small 
crossroads town southwest 
of Washington. 

"The Transportation Depart¬ 
ment is moving to relax the 
federal regulations that 
required Francois to pull 
over, a long sought goal of 
the trucking industry and a 
move that would highlight 
its influence with the Trump 
administration. Interest 
groups that represent mo- 
torcaniensand truckdrivers 
have lobbied for revisions 
they say would make the 
rigid "hours of service" rules 
more flexible. 

But highway safety advo¬ 
cates a re warning the con¬ 
templated changes would 
dangerously weaken the 
regulations, resulting in 
true kers putting in even lon¬ 
ger days at a time when 
they say driver fatigue is 
such a serious problem. 
They point to new govern¬ 
ment data that shows fa¬ 
tal crashes involving trucks 
weighing asmuchas80,000 
poundshave increased. 

"I think flexibility is a code 
word forderegulation,"said 
Cathy Chase, president 


of Advocates for Highway 
and Auto Safety, an alli¬ 
ance of insurance compa¬ 
nies and consumer, public 
health and safety groups. 
She said the hours of ser¬ 
vice requirements, which 
permit true kers to drive up 
to 11 hours each day, are 
already "exceedingly lib¬ 
eral in ourestimation." 

There were 4,657 large 
trucks involved in fatal 
crashes in 2017, a 10% in¬ 
crease from the year be¬ 
fore, according to a May 
report issued by the Fed¬ 
eral Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration, an agency 
of the Transportation De¬ 
partment. Sixty of the truck¬ 
ers in these accidents were 
identified as "asleep or fa¬ 
tigued," although the Na¬ 
tional Tra nsp o rta tio n Sa fety 
Board has said this type of 
driver impairment is likely 
underreported on police 
crash forms. 

The NT5B has declared fa¬ 
tigue a "pervasive problem" 


in all forms of transporta¬ 
tion and added reducing 
fatigue-related accidents 
to its 2019-2020 "most wa nt- 
ed list " of safety improve¬ 
ments. A groundbreaking 
study by the Transportation 
Department more than a 
decade ago reported 13% 
of truck drivers involved in 
crashes that resulted in fa¬ 
talities or injuries were fa¬ 
tigued at the time of the 
accidents. 

The trucking industry has 
developed a strong rela¬ 
tionship with President Don¬ 
ald Trump, who has made 
rolling back layers of regu¬ 
latory oversight a top prior¬ 
ity. At least a dozen trans¬ 
portation safety rules under 
development or already 
adopted were repealed, 
withdrawn, delayed or put 
on the back burner during 
Trump's first year in office. 
"First of all, this administra¬ 
tion is not as aggressive as 
the prior," said Bill Sullivan, 
the top lobbyist for the 


powerful American Truck¬ 
ing Associations, whose 
members include the na¬ 
tion's largest motor carriers 
and truck manufacturing 
companies "Most impor¬ 
tantly, the partnership with 
them has not been as sus¬ 
picious of industry as in the 
past." 

Trucking interests had 
pressed the administra¬ 
tion and Congress for the 
rule changes and last year 
secured support from 30 
senators, mostly Republi¬ 
cans The lawmakers wrote 
in a May 2018 letterto Fed¬ 
eral Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration chief Ray 
Martinez that the rules "do 
not provide the appropri¬ 
ate level of flexibility" and 
asked him to explore im¬ 
provements. 

Independent truckers in 
particular have chafed at 
what they see as a one- 
size-fits-aII directive written 
by Washington bureau- 
era tswho don't understand 


what they face on the 
highways 

"How can you judge me 
and what I do by sitting 
in a cubicle in an office?" 
said Terry Button, a burly 
hay farmer from upstate 
New York who owns his 
truck. Button estimates 
he's logged about 4 million 
miles since he started driv¬ 
ing a truck in 1976. He said 
he's never caused an ac¬ 
cident, although he's been 
hit twice by passenger ve¬ 
il ic les. 

The regulations have exist¬ 
ed since the 1930sand are 
enforced by the Federal 
M oto rC a rrierSa fety Ad min¬ 
istration. The proposed revi¬ 
sions are being reviewed 
by the White House's Office 
of Management and Bud¬ 
get and have not yet been 
released, according to a 
spokesman for the motor 
carriersafety office. 

The regulations limit long- 
haul true kers to 11 hours of 
d riving time within a 14-hour 
on-duty window. They must 
have had 10 consecutive 
hours off duty before the 
on-duty clock starts anew. 
And a driver who is going 
to be driving for more than 
eight hours must take a 
30-minute break before hit¬ 
ting the eight-hour mark. 
Breaking the rules can be 
costly. A trucker might be 
declared "out of service" 
fora day or longer for go¬ 
ing beyond the time lim¬ 
its. Many are paid by the 
mile, so if they're not driving 
they're not making money. 
Francois, who was haul¬ 
ing 45,000 pounds of drink¬ 
ing water to a Walmart 
warehouse in Woodland, 
Pennsylvania, said he gets 
50 cents a mile and earns, 
after taxes, around $900 a 
weekO 
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Glitches snarl start of California's ammo background checks 



In this photo taken Tuesday, J une 11, 2019, Chris Puehse, owner of Foothill Ammo displays a .45 
caliber bullet for sell athis store in Shingle Springs, Calif. 

Associated Press 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— California's new ammu¬ 
nition background check 
law began Monday not 
with a bang but with a 
whimper from dealers who 
reported delaysand glitch¬ 
es with the state's online 
system. 

But they said few custom- 
erswere affected because 
most had stockpiled bul¬ 
lets or shotgun shells in the 
weeks before the new law 
took effect. 

Voters in 2016 approved 
requiring criminal back¬ 
ground checks for every 
ammunition purchase. But 
the state's latest attempt 
to deter gun violence only 
tookeffect Monday. 
Vendors the length of Cali¬ 
fornia were frustrated by 
online snags including their 
inability to readily log in to 
the new system that is sup¬ 
posed to let them back- 
ground-check customers 
with the state, though some 
put itdown to a predicable 
learning curve. 

Chuck Michel, an attorney 
for the National Rifle Asso¬ 
ciation and the affiliated 
California Rifle & Pistol As¬ 
sociation, said he will soon 
cite the glitches in seeking 
an injunction to block the 
law. The California affiliate 
sued last year, maintaining 
that the new law violates 
the Second Amendment 
right to bear arms, impedes 
interstate commerce and 
is pre-empted by federal 
law. 

"I've had one customer, 
and I had to tum them 
away because I couldn't 
get into the system," Don 
Reed, ownerof DGSAmmo 
& Airguns in Sacramento, 
said at mid morning. "He 


seemed a little bit per¬ 
turbed. ... Ihere's a lot of 
people feel like they're be¬ 
ing held hostage suddenly 
— punishing the people 
who've been doing it the 
rig ht way." 

He was reading through 
dozens of pages online as 
he tried to log in, but he 
groused that "it would take 
a Philadelphia lawyer to 
figure it out." 

Officials with the state De¬ 
partment of Justice, which 
administers the program, 
did not respond to repeat¬ 
ed telephone and email 
requests for comment. Ihe 
department said in a news 
release that it had sent 
vendors regulations and 
instructions on howto com¬ 
ply. 

,r The eligibility checks en¬ 
sure purchasers are not 
prohibited from owning or 
possessing ammunition due 
to a felony and/or violent 
misdemeanorconviction or 
warrant, domestic violence 
restraining order, or mental 
health issue," the depart¬ 
ment said. 

The state system is sup¬ 
posed to crosscheck one 
database of people who 
already cleared back¬ 
ground checks when they 
bought guns in California 
with a second database 
of those who bought guns 
legally but are no longer 
allowed to own them. The 
process should take about 
two minutes, the depart¬ 
ment said Monday. 
Customers pay $1 for the 
check. Those who passget 
their ammo after clerks re¬ 
cord the brand, type and 
amount of ammunition. 

'So far it doesn't work at aII. 
My system doesn't let me 


access it," said Steve Con¬ 
verse, a longtime clerk at 
Ade'sGun Shop in Orange, 
30 miles southeast of Los 
Angeles. 

Scott Emmett, the manag¬ 
er of the Ammo Bros store 
in San Diego, said the sys¬ 
tem was down for the first 
45 minutes 

"I sat on the phone for 
about 40 minutes and no 
one answered" at the De¬ 
partment of J ustice, he said 
after hanging up in frustra¬ 
tion. 

Emmett had a single cus¬ 
tomer by midmoming 
whose transaction took 
about 10 minutes instead of 
the couple minutes it would 
previously have taken to 
run a credit card. 


"I can't believe the amount 
of pa per it wastes," he said. 
'This one transaction for 
two types of ammo was al¬ 
most eig ht pages long." 
Andrew Hackett, manag¬ 
er of Nice Shot, an indoor 
shooting range in Redding, 
160 miles north of Sac¬ 
ramento, said he would 
have to tum away custom¬ 
ers because he'd had no 
guidance on how to log 
into the state system. Cus¬ 
tomers are allowed to buy 
ammunition to shoot at 
his range — they just can't 
take any home without a 
background check. 

One of the clerks at OC 
Guns in Lake Forest, 45 miles 
southeast of Los Angeles, 
bought a box of ammuni¬ 


tion just to see if it could be 
done. 

'Confusing," said store 
owner Scott Bodkin, 'just 
a learning curve. We'll get 
through it." 

Scott Dipman, vice presi¬ 
dent at Coyote Point Ar¬ 
mory in Burlingame, 16 
miles south of San Francis¬ 
co, was frustrated with the 
online ammunition report¬ 
ing forms 

"I have thousands of items 
that I'm going to have to 
manually type into the sys¬ 
tem," he said. 'There's a 
learning curve for us to fig¬ 
ure out what that the new 
procedure is, and unfortu¬ 
nately the state didn't give 
us any peek into what was 
going on. 
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UK Treasury c hiefwarns Tory contenders on spending promises 



In this two photo file combo image, J enemy Hunt, left and Boris J ohnson, right who ate the final 
two contenders for leadeiship of the Conservative Rarty, Thursday J une 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — British 
Treasury chief Philip Ham¬ 
mond on Monday warned 
the two contenders to be¬ 
come the country's next 
prime that their expensive 
spending promises will be 
impossible to deliver if the 
U.K. crashes out of the Euro¬ 
pean Union withouta deal. 
Jeremy Hunt and Boris 
Johnson, who are com¬ 
peting for the Conserva¬ 
tive Party leadership, have 
both vowed to use a fiscal 
cushion builtup bythe gov¬ 
ernment to soften the eco¬ 
nomic blow from a poten¬ 
tially disruptive Brexit. 

But Hammond said that un¬ 
less Britain madeanorderiy 
exit from the EU, the gov¬ 
ernment's 'fiscal firepower 
. will all be needed to plug 
the hole a 'no-deal' Brexit 
will make in the public fi¬ 
nances." 

Hunt and Johnson — Brit¬ 
ain's current foreign secre¬ 
tary and his immediate pre¬ 
decessor — are compet¬ 
ing for the votes of about 
160,000 Conservative Party 
members a cross Britain. "The 


winner, to be announced 
J uly 23, will replace Theresa 
May as party leader and 
prime minister. 

Both are wooing the largely 
pro-Brexit Tory grassroots by 
promising to take Britain 
out of the EU — without a 


divorce deal if necessary 
— while also cutting taxes 
and boosting spending on 
public services and infra¬ 
structure projects. 

Three years on from Brit¬ 
ain's 52%-48% vote to leave 
the EU, Britain's departure 


has been delayed twice 
after Parliament rejected 
on three occasions the di¬ 
vorce terms May's govern¬ 
ment agreed with the bloc. 
Most economists say leav¬ 
ing without an agreement 
would severely disrupt 


trade between Britain and 
the EU, plunging the coun¬ 
try into recession. 

Polls suggest a large ma¬ 
jority of Britons oppose a 
no-deal Brexit — but most 
members of the Conserva¬ 
tive Party support it, and 
shrug off the warnings of 
economic turmoil. 

Johnson is the front-runner, 
favored by many Conser¬ 
vatives for his popular ap¬ 
peal and his staunch sup¬ 
port for Brexit. He says leav¬ 
ing the EU on the currently 
scheduled date of Oct. 31 
is a "do or die" issue and 
has threatened to with¬ 
hold an agreed 39 billion- 
pound ($50 billion) divorce 
payment unless the EU of¬ 
fers changes to the current 
withdrawal agreement. 
The EU says it will not rene¬ 
gotiate. 

Hunt, who campaigned 
to remain in the EU during 
Britain's 2016 referendum 
battle, also says he's pre¬ 
pared to leave without an 
agreement if he can't se¬ 
cure a betterdeal from the 
27 other EU nationsQ 


Italian judge to rule on defiant migrant rescue ship captain 



Migrants disembark from the Ducth-flagged Sea-Watch 3 ship, at Lampedusa island's harbor, 
Italy, Saturday, J une 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By FRANCES D'EMIUO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — The German 
captain who defied Italian 
authorities and rammed 
her migrant rescue ship into 
a border police motorboat 
while docking remained 
under house arrest after 
questioning Monday be¬ 
fore a judge in Sicily who 
will decide if she can re¬ 
gain herliberty. 

Sea-Watch, the German 
humanitarian group that 
operates the rescue ves¬ 
sel Sea-Watch 3, said in a 
tweet that the judge will 
announce her ruling on 
Tuesday. 

Captain Carola Rackete's 
closed-door hearing be¬ 
fore J udge Alessandra Vel¬ 
la in Agrigento, Sicily, lasted 
a bout three hours. 

Rackete has become a 
kind of cause celebre for 
some in her homeland for 
defying Italy's anti-migrant 
Interior Minister Matteo Sal- 
vini, who has vowed not to 
let a ny c ha rity resc ue boat 
disembark migrants on Ital¬ 
ian shores. Salvini contends 


such rescues essentially 
help human traffickers who 
launch unseaworthy boats, 
crowded with migrants, 
from Ubyan shores. 
Prosecutors have opened 
an investigation against 


Rackete for allegedly re¬ 
sisting a war ship and us¬ 
ing violence against it, a 
reference to the damaged 
boat of the border police, 
which is considered as a 
military force under Italian 


law. If charged and con¬ 
victed, Rackete risks up to 
10 years in prison. 

The five officers a board the 
police motorboat blocking 
her path to port on the tiny 
Italian island of Lampedusa 


off Sicily in the early hours 
of Saturday escaped injury 
but the side of their boat 
was damaged when the 
much larger rescue boat 
plowed into it. 

Going into the hearing, one 
of her lawyers, Leonardo 
Marino, said the 31-year- 
old captain would answer 
all questions 

"Ms. Rackete acted out of 
a state of necessity and 
didn't have any intention 
of using violence," Marino 
said. 

The lawyer was echoing 
a contention made by 
Rackete herself in the last 
hours at the helm of Sea- 
Watch-3 that the migrants 
were in a desperate con¬ 
dition after 17 days at sea 
since leaving Ubya in an 
unsea worthy traffickers' 
vessel. 

But Agrigento Prosecutor 
Luigi Patronaggio told re¬ 
porters after the hearing he 
disputed that contention in 
court. 'There was no such 
state of need," Patronag¬ 
gio said he had argued be¬ 
fore the judge.Q 
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3 Bod - 2 Bath, Gourmcl Kitclicn 
Brand New, Central Location 
land: 475 in? / 5 J13 FP 
Home: 180 m 2 /1,937 Ft 3 
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3 Bed - 2 Bath, close to Hotels , just steps away Irani 
the Racquet Club, Unique PRIVATE PROPERTY Land 
698 m 1 / 7513 FP, the premises include a two Bed 
Wooden Cabin in the back, don't miss this opportunity 
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Unique!!!!! Unique!!!!! 
Private Property LAND 
Location, Location,Location!!! 
1452 m 2 /15,630 Ft 3 

Afl 516.912 $ 290,400 
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4 Bed' 3 Bath, Fully Furnished 
Full renewed. Gourmet Kitchen 
land: 4141^/4,456 Ft 2 
Home: 230 m 2 /2,476 Ft 2 

Afl 660.000 $375.000 


3 Bed - 2 Bath, Swimming-pool 
New, Garage, Fully Furnished 
land: 472 m 2 /5,081 Ft 2 
Home: 140 m 1 /1,507 Ft* 

Afl 693.000 $389,000 


PALM BEACH 320 



4 Bed - 3 Bath, w/gucst casita 
Hotel area. Fully Furnished 
land: 520 nF/ 5,597 FI* 
Horne: 250 m 2 / 2,691 Ft 1 

Afl 801.000 $450,000 
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3 Mouses in One, over 489m 1 off .and 
H.1:2Hed-2lJath; l3<W/J400l''t= 

11.2:2Ued - 2!kth; 103m VI 1.09FT* 

113:2 lied - 2Bath, 130m J /1400Ft 1 

Afl 850.000 $478,000 


ESMERALDA 126 



5 Bed - 5 Bath in Esmeralda 
Swimming pool. Full Fenced 
land: 750 m 2 / 8073 Ft 3 
Home: almost 300m 2 / 3229 Ft 3 

Afl 1.050.000 $ 590,000 


Death toll from c lashes at Suda n ta Hies c limbs to 11 


By FAYABUELGASIM 
SAMYMAGDY 
Associated ness 
KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 

At least 11 people were 
killed in clashes with Su¬ 
dan's security forces dur¬ 
ing mass demonstrations 
demanding a transition to 
civilian rule, Sudanese ac¬ 
tivists said Monday. 

Tens of thousands of peo¬ 
ple flooded the streets of 
the capital, Khartoum, and 
other areas Sunday in the 
biggest protests since se¬ 
curity fore esc lea red a sit-in 
last month. They called for 
the military to hand over 
power to civilians follow¬ 
ing the coup that ousted 


longtime autocrat Omar 
al-Bashirin April. 

Nazim Sirraj, a prominent 
activist, told The Associated 
Presson Mondaythatthree 
bodies were found next to 
a school in Omdurman, the 
twin city of Khartoum. The 
three were shot dead in an 
area where security forces 
had barred pro testers from 
marching toward a hospi¬ 
tal and had fired tear gas 
to disperse them, he said. 
One wounded person died 
on the way to the hospital 
in Khartoum, he added. 
Sirraj said the total death 
toll was 11, including one 
killed in the city of Atbara, 
a railway hub north of Khar- 



Sudanese protesters write graffiti on a billboard during a dem¬ 
onstration againstthe military council, in Khartoum, Sudan, Sun¬ 
day, June 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


toum and the birthplace of 
the Decemberuprising that 
eventually led to al-Bashir's 
ouster. 

The Sudan Doctors Com¬ 
mittee, the medical arm of 
the Sudanese Profession¬ 
als' Association, which has 
spearheaded the dem¬ 
onstrations, confirmed the 
death toll. 

Authorities said late Sunday 
that at least seven people 
were killed and nearly 200 
wounded, including 27 in¬ 
jured by bullets during the 
demonstrations. The ruling 
military council blamed 
protest leaders for the 
deaths after they diverted 
the routes of marc hes.Q 


Ethiopia's leader wa ms plotters following coup attempt 


ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 

— Ethiopia's prime minister 
has issued a strong warning 
to anyone who would plot 
to topple his government, 
following a coup attempt 
in the country's northwest¬ 
ern Amhara region. 
Addressing lawmakers on 
Monday, Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed said the at¬ 
tack in Amhara as an at¬ 
tempted coup. 

"It was an act to steal pow¬ 
er," said Abiy. 'The govern¬ 
ment is now taking mea¬ 
sures to protect the con¬ 
stitutional order and arrest 
those behind the crime. ... 


Power in Ethiopia will only 
be by those elected. This 
should be underlined." 

Abiy also said, "If there's 
anyone who threatens Ethi¬ 
opia's sovereignty, we will 
fight them with a Kalash¬ 
nikov, not with a pen. Ethio¬ 
pia's sovereignty is not up 
for discussion . we will give 
ourlivesforit,"he said. 

On J une 22, attackers shot 
and killed the Amhara gov¬ 
ernor and two other offi¬ 
cials On the same night in 
AddisAbaba, the country's 
army chief and his close 
friend, a retired army gen¬ 
eral, were assassinated 


inside his residence by his 
bodyguard. 

Ethiopia's opposition are 
accusing Abiy of using the 
incident to arrest opposi¬ 
tion figures, mainly those 
in the Amhara region, and 
stifling dissenting voices 
The internet has been shut 
down since the violence, 
although some offices and 
hotelscan access the inter¬ 
net through satellite con¬ 
nections. 

The government has said 
it has arrested 225 people, 
suspected of involvement 
in the violence. 

'Of the hundreds of peo¬ 


ple a nested following last 
week's incident, only five 
have so far been brought 
to court in Addis Ababa. 
And those five are charged 
with terror related offens¬ 
es," said Eskinder Nega, a 
journalist and government 
critic, who charged that 
Abiy's ruling party wants to 
politicize the anti-tenor law. 
While addressing lawmak¬ 
ers, Aiby confirmed more 
than 1,200 people were ar¬ 
rested in the past year on 
terror-related charges, for 
inciting ethnic- based at¬ 
tacks, for economic sabo¬ 
tage, illegal arms trade, il¬ 


legal monetary movement 
and also for human smug¬ 
gling. He added some 1.1 
million Ethiopians were 
displaced in the past one 
year and three months 
alone, totaling the number 
of Internally Displaced Peo¬ 
ples to 2.3 million people. 
But he remarked some 2.1 
million of these have now 
returned to their localities. 
But Ethiopians are com¬ 
plaining Abiy's government 
has not stopped ethnic 
conflictsacrossthe country 
that have claimed several 
hundred lives since it has 
come to power.Q 
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laliban bombing in Afghan capital kills 6, wounds sc ones 


By AMIR SHAH 
KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— The Taliban set off a 
powerful bomb in down¬ 
town Kabul on Monday, 
killing at least six people 
and wounding more than 
a hundred, and sending a 
cloud of smoke billowing 
over the Afghan capital. 

At least 26 children were 
among the wounded, 
many of whom were cut 
by shards of glass when 
the bomb shattered near¬ 
by windows, government 
spokesman Feroz Bashari 
sa id. He sa id a tota I of 105 
people were hurt. 

An education ministry 
spokeswoman, Nooria Na- 
zhat, later raised the num¬ 
ber of students who were 
slightly wounded to 51, 
from two schools. 

The Ta liba n c la imed the at- 
tack, which came asthe in¬ 
surgents were holding their 
latest round of talks with 
U.S. envoy Simay Khalilzad 
in the Gulf state of Qatar, 
where they have a political 



Afghan security forces arrive at the site of an explosion in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday, July 1, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


office. 

The attack ended nearly 
10 hours after it began with 
all five attackers dead, ac¬ 
cording to Interior Ministry 
spokesman Nasrat Rahimi. 
Two police, a child, a pri¬ 
vate security guard and 


two passers-by were killed 
in the attack that began 
with a powerful car bomb, 
followed by a series of 
smaller explosions and a 
day-long gun battle, said 
Rahimi. 

The Italian-run Emergency 


Hospital in Kabul — one 
of the largest hospitals in 
the Afghan capital treat¬ 
ing war victims — said in 
a statement that it had re¬ 
ceived two bodies, includ¬ 
ing a child. Dozens more 
injured were treated, many 


of them laterreleased. 

The insurgents struck during 
the morning commute, and 
ambulance sirens wailed 
across the downtown area. 
Mohammad Karim, a po¬ 
lice official in the area 
of the attack, said a car 
bomb exploded outside 
a Defense Ministry build¬ 
ing. Militants then ran into 
a nearby high-rise located 
in a crowded market and 
began firing down on the 
ministry. Police and spe¬ 
cial Afghan security forces 
poured into the area and 
cordoned it off. 
Mohammad Farooq, the 
owner of a nearby restau¬ 
rant, said the explosion 
blew out the windows of a 
private school, wounding 
several students. The capi¬ 
tal has been relatively quiet 
in recent months follow¬ 
ing a spate of bombings, 
many claimed by the local 
Islamic State affiliate. The 
Taliban have carried out 
sc ores of attacks in Kabul in 
recent years, mostly target¬ 
ing Afghan and U.S. military 
insta lla tio ns o r c o nvoys.Q 


Iran bleaches uranium stockpile limitsetby nuclear deal 



Thisjan. 15, 2011 file photo, showsa paitof Aiak heavy water nuclear facilities, near the central 
city of Arak, 150 miles (250 kilometers) southwest of the capital Tehran, Iran. 

Associated Press 


By J ON GAMBRELL 
AMIRVAHDAT 
Associated ness 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
acknowledged Monday it 
had broken the limit set on 
its stockpile of low-enriched 
ura nium by the 2015 nuc le- 
ardeal, marking its first ma¬ 
jor departure from the un¬ 
raveling agreement a year 
after the U.S. unilaterally 
withdrew from the accord. 
Iran had been expected 
for days to acknowledge it 
broke the limit after earlier 
warning it would do so. It 
held off on publicly making 
an announcement as Eu¬ 
ropean leaders met Friday 
in Vienna to discuss ways 
to save the accord. Iran 
hasthreatened to increase 
its enrichment of uranium 
closer to weapons-grade 
levels by J uly 7. 

The announcement comes 
as tensions remain high be¬ 
tween Iran and the U.S. In 
recent weeks, the wider 
Persian Gulf has seen Iran 
shoot down a U.S. military 
surveillance drone, myste¬ 
rious attacks on oil tankers 


and Iranian-backed rebels 
in Yemen launching bomb¬ 
laden drones into Saudi 
Arabia. 

The state-run IRNA news 
agency quoted Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Ja- 
vad Srifasmaking the ura¬ 
nium announcement. IRNA 


reported thatZbrif, answer¬ 
ing a reporter's question 
whether Iran had broken 
the limit, said: 'Yes." 

"If Europeans do what they 
have to do, our measures 
are reversible," Srif said, 
according to IRNA. 

Srif did not say how much 


low-enriched uranium had 
on hand, IRNA said. 

The United Nations' nuclear 
watchdog, the Internation¬ 
al Atomic Energy Agency, 
confirmed Iran had bro¬ 
ken through the limit. IAEA 
Director General Yukiya 
Amano told the agency's 


board of governors that it 
had verified the develop¬ 
ment. 

Breaking the stockpile limit 
by itself doesn't radically 
change the one year ex¬ 
perts say Iran would need 
to have enough material 
for an atomic bomb, if to 
choose to pursue one. Iran 
long has insisted its nuclear 
program is for peaceful 
purposes, despite Western 
fears a bout it. 

But by coupling an increas¬ 
ing stockpile with higheren- 
richment, it beg ins to close 
that one-year window and 
hamperany diplomatic ef- 
fortsatsaving the accord. 
Under terms of the nuclear 
deal, Iran agreed to have 
less than 300 kilograms 
(661 pounds) of uranium 
enriched to a maximum 
of 3.67% Previously, Iran 
enriched as high as 20% 
which is a short technical 
step away from reaching 
weapons-grade levels. It 
also held up to 10,000 ki¬ 
lograms (22,046 pounds) 
of the higher-enriched 
uranium.Q 
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Protesters in Hong Kong break into legislature, paint logos 



notesteis deface the Hong Kong logo atthe Legislative Council to protest against the extradition 
bill in Hong Kong, Monday, J uly 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KEN MORTISUGU 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hun¬ 
dreds of protesters in Hong 
Kong swarmed into the 
legislature's main build¬ 
ing Monday night, tearing 
down portraitsof legislative 
leaders and spray-painting 
pro-democracy sloganson 
the wa llsof the ma in c ha (Ti¬ 
ber. 

The sharp escalation in 
tactics came on the anni¬ 
versary of the former British 
colony's return to China, a 
city holiday, and reflected 
mounting frustration with 
Hong Kong's leader for 
not responding to protest¬ 
ers' demands after several 
weeks of demonstrations 
The protesters whacked 
away at thick glass win¬ 
dows until they shattered 
and broke and pried open 
steel security gates and 
propped them open with 
barricades to get inside. 
Police in riot gear retreated 
as the protesters entered 
about 9 p.m., avoiding a 
confrontation and giving 
them the run of the build¬ 
ing. 

They stood on lawmak¬ 
ers' desks in the main leg¬ 
islative chamber, painted 
over the territory's emblem 
high up on a wooden wall 
and wrote slogans calling 
for a democratic election 
of the city's lea derand de¬ 
nouncing now-suspended 
extradition legislation that 
sparked the protests. Many 
wore yellow and white hel¬ 
mets, face masks and the 
black T-shirts that have be¬ 
come their uniform. 

Police announced about 
10:30 p.m. that they would 
clearthe area, asking pro¬ 
testers to leave and warn¬ 
ing they would use "ap¬ 
propriate force" if they en¬ 
countered resistance. 

The actions prompted or¬ 
ganizers of a separate 
peaceful march against 
the extradition bill to 


change the endpoint of 
their protest from the leg¬ 
islature to a nearby park, 
after police asked them to 
either call it off or change 
the route. Police wanted 
the march to end earlier in 
the Wan Chai district, but 
organizers said that would 
leave out many people 
who planned to join the 
march along the way. 
Police estimated 190,000 
people joined the peaceful 
march, the third major one 
in as many weeks 
Hong Kong has been 
wracked by weeks of pro¬ 
tests over a government 
attempt to change extradi¬ 
tion laws to allow suspects 
to be sent to China to face 
trial. The proposed legisla¬ 
tion, on which debate has 
been suspended indefinite¬ 
ly, increased fears of erod¬ 
ing freedoms in the territo¬ 
ry, which Britain returned to 
China on J uly 1,1997. 
Protesters want the bills for¬ 
mally withdrawn and Hong 
Kong's embattled leader, 
Carrie Lam, to resign. 

Lam, who hascome under 
withering criticism for try¬ 
ing to push the legislation 


through, pledged to be 
more responsive to pub¬ 
lic sentiment but has not 
responded directly to pro¬ 
testers' demands 
In an address after a flag¬ 
raising ceremony mark¬ 
ing the anniversary of the 
handover, Lam said the 
protests and two marches 
that attracted hundreds of 
thousands of participants 
have taught her that she 
needs to listen better to 
youth and people in gen¬ 
eral. 

'This has made me fully re¬ 
alize that I, as a politician, 
have to remind myself all 
the time of the need to 
grasp public sentiments ac¬ 
curately,"she told the gath¬ 
ering in the city's cave mo us 
convention center. 

She insisted her govern¬ 
ment has good intentions, 
but said "I will learn the les¬ 
son and ensure that the 
government's future work 
will be closer and more re¬ 
sponsive to the aspirations, 
sentiments and opinions of 
the community." 

Security guards pushed 
pro-democracy lawmaker 
Helena Wong out of the 


room as she shouted at 
Lam to resign and with¬ 
draw the "evil" legislation. 
She later told reporters she 
wasvoicing the grievances 
and opinionsofthe protest¬ 
ers, who could not get into 
the event. 

The extradition hill contro¬ 
versy has given fresh mo¬ 
mentum to Hong Kong's 
pro-democracy opposition 
movement, awakening 
broader concerns that Chi¬ 
na ischipping away atthe 
rights guaranteed to Hong 
Kong for 50 years under a 
"one country, two systems" 
fra me wo rk. The two ma rc hi¬ 
es in J une drew more than 
a million people, accord¬ 
ing to organizerestimates. 
Jimmy Sham, a leader of 
the pro-democracy group 
that organized the march, 
told the crowd that Lam 
had not responded to their 
demands because she is 
not democratically elect¬ 
ed. The leader of Hong 
Kong is chosen by a com¬ 
mittee dominated by pro- 
China elites. 

'We know that Carrie Lam 
can be so arrogant," Sham 
said, rallying the crowd un- 


dera blazing sun before the 
start of the march at Victo¬ 
ria Park. 'She is protected 
byourflawed system." 

The protesters are also de¬ 
manding an independent 
inquiry into police actions 
during a June 12 protest, 
when officers used teargas 
and rubber bullets to dis¬ 
perse a demonstration that 
blocked the legislature on 
the day thatdebate on the 
bill had been scheduled to 
resume. 

The police say the use of 
force was justified, but 
since then have largely ad¬ 
opted softer tactics, even 
as protesters besieged po¬ 
lice headquarters in recent 
days, pelting it with eggs 
and spray-painting slogans 
on its outer walls 
The area around Golden 
Bauhinia Square, where the 
flag-raising ceremony took 
place, was blocked off 
from Saturday to prevent 
protesters from gather¬ 
ing to disrupt it. Before the 
morning ceremony, pro¬ 
testers trying to force their 
way to the square were 
driven back by officers with 
plastic shields and batons, 
the retreating protesters 
pointing open umbrellas to 
ward off pepperspray. 

'We are horrified, this is our 
obligation to do this, we 
are protecting our home," 
said J ack, a 26-year-old of¬ 
fice workerwho would only 
give his first name. "I don't 
know why the government 
is harming us. It's harming 
the rule of law, the rule of 
law is the last firewall be¬ 
tween us and the Chinese 
Communist Party." 

The extradition legislation 
has drawn opposition from 
the legal profession, com¬ 
mercial groupsand foreign 
nations, reflecting Hong 
Kong's status as an interna¬ 
tional business center with 
a strong independent judi¬ 
ciary and high degree of 
transparency-^ 
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Bolivia n ec onomy isla nd of sta bility but storm c louds loom 



In thisJ une 4 , 2019 photo, women sell coats in downtown La Raz, Bolivia. 

Associated Press 


By CARLOS VALDEZ 
Associated Press 
LA PAZ Bolivia (AP) — 

Abraham Rodriguez's small 
shoe store grew into a fac¬ 
tory that employed more 
than a dozen workers dur¬ 
ing an economic boom in 
Bolivia when prices for the 
gasand minerals it produc- 
essoared. 

Today, he can only employ 
one worker. He says the 
tax-free import of goods 
and the black market have 
affected hissalesand have 
caused him to go into debt. 
"My life was better 10 years 
ago. there were sales and 
the shoe store grew," Rod n- 
guezsaid in hisworkshop lo¬ 
cated in La Paz. 'Today, the 
market has reduced. My 
employees left because I 
couldn't afford to pay their 
salary." 

Surrounded by nations reel¬ 
ing from economic crises, 
Bolivia remains a rare ex¬ 
ample of economic sta¬ 
bility and growth. And in 
more than 12 years under 
PresidentEvo Morales, pov¬ 
erty has dropped steadily 
in South America's poorest 
country helped by soaring 
natural gas production. But 
experts say his economic 
model is facing mounting 


Associated Press 
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay 
(AP) — A former mayor of 
Uruguay's capital will face 
off against the son of a for¬ 
mer president in Uruguay's 


challenges, including rising 
debt, shrinking reservesand 
devaluing currencies in its 
main trade partners, and 
some Bolivians are starting 
to feel the consequences 
Despite the storm clouds, 
Morales says he must be 
returned to power in Oct. 
20 electionsasany change 
would bring chaos. Bolivia's 
first indigenous president is 
one of the few remaining 
leaders of the wave of left¬ 
ists who swept into office in 
South America in past de- 


presidentia I election. 

Daniel Martinez won Sun¬ 
day's nationwide primary 
for the governing center- 
left Broad Front coalition, 
while Sen. LuisLacalle Pou 


cades. 

About 45,000 artisan work¬ 
shops in Bolivia closed in 
recent years, according to 
the Confederation of Mi¬ 
cro and Small Enterprises, 
which estimates an annual 
loss of more than $2 billion 
a yearin its sector, orabout 
5 percent of the gross do¬ 
mestic product. 

Thousands of artisans and 
other workers swapped 
their jobs and turned to 
commerce because the 
sale of imported electron- 


easily won the nomination 
of the center-right National 
Party. 

The 45-year-old Lac a lie 
had been the party's can¬ 
didate in the 2014 election. 
He's the son of ex-President 
Luis Alberto Lacalle, who 
governed from 1990 to 
1995. 

Finishing a distant second 
in the National Party prima¬ 
ry was multimillionaire J uan 
Sartori, a minority share¬ 
holder in England's Sunder¬ 
land Football Club. 
Economist Ernesto Talvi 
won the primary for the 
conservative Colorado 
Party, Uruguay's third-larg- 
est, topping ex-President 
Julio Maria Sanguinetti. 
Forty-one percent of the 
votescame in the National 
Party contest, versus 24% 
forthe Broad FrontO 


ics and other goods from 
China became more prof¬ 
itable. This meant the num¬ 
ber of people who joined 
the informal sector has 
swelled to about 50% one 
of the region's highest rates. 
Big industries are also com¬ 
plaining about a slump in 
the first months of the year, 
with the a gro industry taking 
the biggest hit. And there 
are less earnings from gas 
exports and a reduction of 
the market, said Hugo Siles, 
an economist of the Na¬ 
tional Industry Chamber. 
Bolivia exports most of its 
gasto Argentina and Brazil. 
But its neighborsare facing 
challenges: Argentines are 
frustrated by a recession, a 
sharp depreciation of their 
currencyand spiraling infla¬ 
tion. Brazilian President J air 
Bolsonaro had a big elec¬ 
tion victory last year but is 
struggling to advance his 
agenda and isalso coping 
with a tumbling currency. 
"Argentina and Brazil have 
had strong devaluations, 
and that made them more 
competitive in their ex¬ 
ports," Sles said. "Bolivia 
has had a fixed and stable 
exchange rate against the 
dollarforeight years, which 
means industries that have 
a high component of do¬ 
mestic input are affected 
by imports and contra¬ 
band." 

The fiscal deficit has been 
rising for six years since the 
boom in commodity prices 
ended, and it closed at 7% 
of GDP last year. This, as 
well low private investment, 


a sharp decline in currency 
reserves, the increase in 
public debt with still-low in¬ 
ternational prices, and an 
economy dependent on 
commodities, are causing 
'tensions" in Bolivia's eco¬ 
nomic policy, said Juan 
Pablo Bohoslavsky, the U.N. 
independent expert on 
foreign debt and human 
rig hts. 

'The fixed exchange rate 
to control inflation leads to 
an increase in import prices 
and a growing deficit in the 
balance of payments," he 
said. 

Bolivia's external debt rose 
in March to $10 billion, or 
about 25% of the coun¬ 
try's GDP. But central bank 
president Pablo Ramos 
discarded the possibility of 
a devaluation of the local 
currency. 

'The purchasing power 
depends on the level of 
prices. We have low infla¬ 
tion (about 0.6% in 2019)," 
Ramos told The Associat¬ 
ed Press. 'This price stabil¬ 
ity guarantees purchasing 
power and we must main¬ 
tain it." 

A few months a go, Morales 
said the economy was 
"shielded,"buthiseconomy 
minister, LuisArce, recently 
acknowledged that Brazil's 
crisis will affect Bolivia. 

Brazil remains Bolivia's top 
market for energy, but ex¬ 
ports to the region's largest 
country have plunged due 
to lower demand and de¬ 
clining fields 

Official reports say that ex¬ 
ports fell from a peak of 31 
million cubic meters a day 
of natural gas in 2014 to 
23.8 million cubic meters a 
day in 2017. 

Still, the Bolivian govern¬ 
ment remains optimistic 
and is betting on continu¬ 
ity. Since Morales took of¬ 
fice in 2006, the economy 
has grown by an annual 
average of about 4.5% 
well above the regional av¬ 
erage, and the Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund says it will 
grow at 4 percent this year. 
Experts, however, warn 
that growth is largely de¬ 
pendent on savings and 
external credits from Chi¬ 
na, while the $15.1 billion 
in international reserves 
reached in 2014 plunged 
to $8 billion last MarchO 


Ex-mayor to lace senator in Uruguay's 
presidential lace 



Uruguay's presidential hopeful forthe Nacional Party, Luis La¬ 
calle Rou, center, celebrates in his headquarters after being 
elected candidate for his party in the primary election day in 
Montevideo, Lhirguay, Sunday, J une 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors at Raiadise Beach Villas 


EAGLE BEACH—Recently, Da Mine de 
Cuba had the great pleasure to hon¬ 
or Loyal and friendly visitors of Aruba 
as Goodwill Ambassadors at their 
home away from home. The sym¬ 
bolic honorary title is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of apprec iation to the guests 
who visit Aruba between 10-20-35 
and more consecutive years. 

The honorees were Alonso y Luz Ma¬ 
rina Calvez- de Los Rios, residents of 
Bogota Colombia. The couple has 
been honored as Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sadors since they have been com¬ 
ing to the island for 26 consecutive 
years. The couple stated that they 
love coming to the island for its 
friendly people, the great selection 
of restaurants and the safety the feel 
when they are here. 

De Cuba together with representa¬ 
tives of Paradise Beach Villas pre¬ 
sented the certificate to the hon¬ 
orees, and handed over some ad¬ 
ditional presents, thanking them for 
choosing Aruba as their vacation 
destination and astheirhome away 
from home forso many years. □ 



Book Your Classified Ad 
Online Now 




vJouxJt uJkt.- to collarai:iA La tx- 


Paradise Beach Villas Aruba 


ORANJ ES1AD — As per today Aiuba Today offers to 
book your classified ad online. You may choose be¬ 
tween text only and adding a picture. On the home 
page there will be a separate category under the 
name Classifieds. For our readers it is easy to scroll 
and have an overview of all offerings, for our adver¬ 
tisers it will be a perfect way to reach their targeted 
audience. Most important is that the prices are very 
economic. Try itoutto test the tesultJ 

Contact us for more information at telephone +297 
582 7800 and ask for Liza Koolman or email her at 
news@arubatoday.comO 


For completing ZS years of success in business. 
You have achieved tremendous growth and have built 
eminent goodwill in the community 

Wishing you many more years of unparallel success. 
Congratulations on this special day. 

Happy Z5th AnniversaryI 
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Rock Ibvmations and rock Art Sites 


Two week ago was the last day permitted by law on which the inhabitants of this 
Island had their opportunity to express and voice their concerns and documented 
observations regarding ROPorinsulartemtorialand space management plan for the 
next 10 years. Doc umentwhic h had to be delivered at DIP, Aruba's Departmentof In¬ 
frastructure and Planning. Remarkable was the impactthe Town Hall Meeting made, 
organized by the Island's Chamberof Commerce and Industry revealing the lack of 
information available for the general public in finding help to assess their individual 
situation problems and worries. A consolidated leport lequestansweisto the relative 
importance of all the issues presented that night concerning Island's territorial provi¬ 
dence. 



Pic. 1 Arikok rock formation and pictogiaph site in side PNA 


We as Etnia Nativa's voiced and share 
our knowledge in this matter concerning 
the status and importance of archeologi¬ 
cal sites, rock formations, historical as well 
as Natural Monuments, Island's endemic 
flora and fauna preservation, waste man¬ 
agement and demographic impact on 
the natural environment in relation with UN 
SDG indicators. 

the following 21 lines were taken from the 
source: 

NATURAL PRO C ESSES IN THE DEG RADAT10 N 
OF OPENAIR ROCK-ART SITES: AN URGEN¬ 


CY INTERVENTION SCALE TO INFORM CON¬ 
SERVATION - ANTONIO PEDRO MARTINS 
DA MOTA BATARDA FERNANDES - http:// 
e prints, bourne mouth, a c .uk/20995/1/ 
Femades_A-2012-compressed.pdf 
"Our Island has a significant collection of 
prehistoric rock art sites. While efforts has 
been made in the past to educating the 
general public to participate in the con¬ 
servation of our Natural Heritage. The 
same cannot be said of rock-art situated 
in the open-air. Very little has been done 
to understanding and managing weather 
effects and erosion phenomena affecting 



Pic. 2. Arikok pictograph collection in an QD bolder 


Each week we share the most interesting and revealing 
articles regarding Aruba "a destination to be explored " we 
can find, and so doing uncoveramazing and infoimative 
stories along the way. 



Pic. 3. painting showing form of a man in red pigmentation 
sunounded by white colored radiating circles 


ancient imagery within the 
relatively protected en¬ 
vironments of caves and 
rockformation shelters. De¬ 
spite the factthatthe num- 
berof known sites has risen 
in recent decades there 
are few examples in which 
the weathering and ero¬ 
sion dynamics are under 
investigation with a view to 
developing proposals and 
to mitigate the impact of 
natural and cultural pro¬ 
cesses. Most of the work 
being done in different 
parts of the world appears 
to be ad-hoc, with minimal 
communication on such 
matters between teams 
and with the widerarchae- 
ological community. From 
the many calls for conser¬ 
vation of rock-art coming 
from very different parts of 
the world it becomes ap¬ 


parent that the re are many 
threatsto the perpetuation 
of this significant heritage. 
Nevertheless, while some 
authors reference physi¬ 
calweathering asthe most 
pressing risk, others invoke 
the negative effectsof bio¬ 
degradation, especially 
when lichen colonization is 
concerned. In the present 
a relevant case study re¬ 
garding vandalism at rock- 
art sites is recommended. 
We suggested that the 
way emphasis is placed 
on the different forms of 
risk has much to do with 
the specific area of ex¬ 
pertise of each researcher 
involved, and, more impor¬ 
tantly, with the different 
environments where rock- 
art exists. 

Continued on Rage 15 
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Open daily 1 Oam to 4am } J.L (rausquin Blvd #47 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all 


Club members 


Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 


Use your Players’ Club card to play 
our slots from 10am to 4am and 
we ll DOUBLE your points! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide voriety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux TernerBoulique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard 1 The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 
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Rock formations and rock Art Sites 


Continued from Rage 14 

Hence, different settings will 
determine which weather¬ 
ing patterns are more active 
and pose more urgent risks 
to be dealt with by nock-art 
managers and conservators. 
The worldwide paucity of ex¬ 
perienced rock-art profes¬ 
sionals signals that open-air 
rock-art conservation has not 
received the attention that 
other archaeological remains 
have attracted". 

Pictograph/ Petroglyph. 

In total ca 301 pictographs 
(including 3 petroglyphs) 
have been found on Aruba. 
Of course one drawing can 
be as little as a point or line 
that may be meant as a sep¬ 
arate drawing by the ancient 
artist. Still, by count¬ 


ing every separate represen¬ 
tation that everybody would 
call a drawing one reaches at 
a total of approximately 270 
to 331 separate drawingsrep- 
resentationsoverl7 sites. 
Drawings that are at tens of 
meters distance of each other 
are considered one site, one 
cluster. In fact, "sites" within 
a radius of 500 m are consid¬ 
ered one cluster. 

Arikoksite contains one of the 
most beautiful rock art col¬ 
lections of Aruba. All pictures 
in this episode referrersto this 
particular site that is situated 
whit in the premisesof Aruba's 
National Park of the same 
name. During the study of the 
pictographs at Arikok ,4 clus¬ 
ters of drawings turned out to 
be situated on one straight 
line, more or less north-south 
over a distance of 415 m.Q 



He. 4 the famous bind whit open wings logo type of the Park. 
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Veggie Boost 



VUhen it comes to veggies the island certainly 
offers a home-grown selection. They taste de¬ 
licious and have their specific talents to boost 
your immune system. Start the day with a 'ba- 
tida' (smoothie) enriched with a local veggie 
touc h or selec t your testa uta rrt that offers loc a I 
vegetable dishes to getthe real pure taste of it 
Kbnkomber c hiquito 

This isa sort of local squash, but looks like a cu¬ 
cumber with prickly skin. Ihe taste however is 
bittererthan the cue umber and the vegetable 
is smaller in size but bigger in width. Inside is a 
soft, fleshy pulp and seeds, just like the cucum¬ 
ber. Konkomber chiquito is grown in the island 
and used in saladsand 'stoba' (stew) oron its 
own in vinegar. Ihe veggie contains multiple B 
vitamins, including vitamin Bl, vitamin B5, and 
vitamin B7 (biotin). Bvitaminsane known to help 
ease feelings of anxiety and buffer some of 
the damaging effectsof stress. Additionally this 
veggie is rich in two of the most basic elements 
needed for healthy digestion: waterand fiber. 
Season: year- round. 

Jambo 

Family of Okra, also known as'lady's fingers': 
a green flowering plant. Okra belongs to the 
same plant family as hibiscus and cotton. A 
classic favorite dish in Aruba is So pi di J ambo. It 
haslong been favored asa food forthe health¬ 
conscious. Itcontainspotassium, vitamin B, vita- 
minC,folic acid, and calcium. It'slow in calories 
and hasa high dietary fiber content. Recently, 
a new benefit of including okra in your diet is 
being considered. Okra hasbeen suggested to 
help manage blood sugar in cases of type 1, 
type 2, and gestational diabetes. Season: year- 
round. 



Bone hi* Cunucu 

A long, small bean, boiled for a side dish or 
snack. Long beans have a chewy, crunchy 
texture-more so than snap beans-and a flavor 
reminiscent of the dry navy bean or a spa rag us. 
Besides stir-fry, soups and salads, the long bean 
isa good choice for stewing, braising (to re¬ 
main chewy and firm), sauteing, shallow frying, 
and deep frying. With cooking, the long bean's 
bean flavor intensifies. Long beans are low in 
calories, about 45 calories percup, and rich in 
vitamin A and also contain vitamin C and po¬ 
tassium. Season: year-round. 

Rompuna 

In the endless summer of Caribbean living we 
only have to concern ourselves with a wet sea¬ 
son and a dry season. Still we do indulge heavily 
in the pleasures of pumpkin and enjoy Carib¬ 
bean pumpkin recipes year round. A popular 
dish in Aruban restaurants is So pa Di Pompuna, 
don't miss it. Ihis dish is made of pumpkin soup, 
and parsley. Pumpkins are rich in flavonoid 
polyphenolic antioxidants such asxanthin, lu¬ 
tein and carotenes and also contain vitamins. 
Pumpkin seedsare a good source of omega-3 
fatty acids, vitamins, minerals and proteins. 
Pumpkins are used to make desserts, breads 
and soupsQ 
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This is a 2019 photo of Tyler 
Skaggs of the Los Angeles An¬ 
gels. This image reflects the 
2019 active roster as of Tues¬ 
day, Feb. 19, 2019, when this 
image was taken. 

Associated Press 

Angels 
pitcher 
lyler 
Skaggs 
dead at 27; 
found in 
hotel room 


ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 

Los Angeles Angels pitcher 
Tyler Skaggs died Monday 
at the age of 27, stunning 
Major League Baseball 
and leading to the post¬ 
ponement of the team's 
game against the Texas 
Rangers. 

Skaggs was with the team 
in Texas when he was 
found unresponsive in his 
hotel room, police said . He 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene. Police said they 
were investigating, but no 
foul play wassuspected. 
Skaggs was "an important 
part of the Angels Family," 
the team said in a state¬ 
ment. "Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his wife, 
Carli, and his entire fam¬ 
ily during this devastating 
time." 

Skaggs, who would have 
turned 28 on July 13 and 
was married just seven 
months ago, had been a 
regular in the Angels' start¬ 
ing rotation since late 2016, 
when he returned from 
TommyJ ohn surgery. 

Continued on Rage 19 



UhHed Slates' Con Toco" Gauff reacts after beating United States's Venus Williams in a Women's singles match during day one of 
the Wmbledon Tennis C hampionships in London, Monday, J uly 1 , 2019. 

Associated Press 
ftege 18 
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Gauff, just 15, shoe ks 5-time champ Venus> 39, at Wimbledon 



Japan's Naomi Osaka reacts as she plays Kazakstan's Yulia Pu- 
tintseva in a Women's singles mate h during day one of the Wim¬ 
bledon Tennis C hampionships in London, Monday, J uly 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By HOWARD FENDR1C H 
AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, Bigland (AP) 

— Coco Gauff grew up ad¬ 
miring the Williams sisters. 
Picked up a tennis racket 
as a little girl because of 
them. And on Monday 
at Wimbledon, still just 15, 
Gauff beatone ofthem. 
Gauff, the youngest com¬ 
petitor to qualify at the All 
England Club in the pro¬ 
fessional era, showed the 
poise and powerofa much 
older, much more experi¬ 
enced player, pulling off 
a 6-4, 6-4 victory in the first 
round over Venus Williams, 
who at 39 was the oldest 
woman in the field. 

When it ended, Gauff 
dropped her racket and 
put her hands on her head. 
After a handshake and ex¬ 
change ofwordsatthe net 
with Williams, Gauff knelt by 
her sideline chair and tears 
welled in hereyes. Up in the 
stands, her father leaped 
out of his seat. 

"Honestly, I don't really 
know how to feel. This is the 
first time I ever cried after 
a match. Or winning, obvi¬ 
ously; I've cried after a loss 
before," said Gauff, who 
is based in Florida. "I don't 
even know how to explain 
how I feel." 

This was her third tour-level 
match; Williams has played 


more than 1,000. This was 
Gauff's first match at Wim¬ 
bledon, where Williams has 
played more than 100 and 
won five titles. By the time 
Gauff was bom in 2004, Wil¬ 
liams already had spent 
time at No. 1 in the rank- 
ingsand owned fourof her 
seven Grand Slam singles 
trophies. 


"It did n't really seem real, for 
a moment,"said G a uff's fa¬ 
ther, Corey, between ha nd- 
shakes and slaps on the 
back and requests for self- 
iesfrom spectators leaving 
No. 1 Court. 'On the walk to 
the court, I was walking be¬ 
hind her. She was excited. 

I was excited. She seemed 
confident, but I wasn't sure 


if it was false confidence 
or she really was. I just said 
to hen This match is really 
magical. J ust enjoy it. Your 
first Wimbledon main draw 
and you're on a main court 
against somebody you 
looked up to from the be¬ 
ginning." 

It was by far the most an¬ 
ticipated match of Day 1 
at the grass-court tourna¬ 
ment, but hardly the only 
upset. Two-time major 
champion Naomi Osaka, 
who was No. 1 until a week 
ago, lost 7-6 (4), 6-2 to Yu¬ 
lia Putinseva, joining two 
young members of the 
men's top-10, No. 6 seed Al¬ 
exander Zverev and No. 7 
seed Stefa nos Tsitsipas, on 
the way out. 

This one, though, was spe¬ 
cial, potentially the sort of 
c ha ng ing-of-the-g ua rd 
moment that people could 
rememberforyears. 

Gauff certainly has the 
mindset of someone who 
intends to go far. 

"I've said this before: I want 
to be the greatest. My dad 
told me that I could do this 
when I was8. Obviously you 
never believe it. I'm still, like, 
not 100 percent confident. 
But, like, you have to just 
say things. You never know 
what happens," she said. "If 
I went into this match say¬ 
ing, 'Let's see how many 


games I can get against 
her,' then I most definitely 
would not have won. My 
goal was to play my best. 
Mydream wasto win.That's 
what happened." 

How far does she think she 
c a n fa re this fo rtnig ht? 

"My goal," she said, her 
face expressionless, "is to 
win it." 

Well, then ... 

Gauff came into the week 
outside the top 300 but 
was granted a wild card 
by the All England Club to 
enter qualifying. She rolled 
through those rounds at a 
nearby site, knocking off 
the event's top seed. 

But this was a whole other 
task. Gauff was sensational 
and showed zero signs that 
the moment or the match¬ 
up was too daunting for 
her. It's the sort of unusual 
calm and steady way she 
has progressed through 
the various levels of youth 
tennis, including reaching 
the U.S. Open juniorfinal at 
13 and winning the French 
Open juniortitle at 14. 

The first set was remark¬ 
able: Gauff had 10 winners 
to only two unforced errors, 
all the while trading pow¬ 
erful groundstrokes at the 
baseline with Williams, and 
neverfacing a breakpoint. 
'The sky's the limit," Williams 
said. "It really i&'O 


Wimbledon makes change in using Miss or Mis. on court 



Britain's Heather Watson celebrates after beating United States' 
Caty McNally to win their Women's singles match during day 
one of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, Mon¬ 
day, J uly 1, 2019. 


By CHRISLEHOURTIES 
AP Sports Writer 
WIMBLEDON, Bigland (AP) 

— Wimbledon hastinkered 
with its traditional naming 
titles for this year's tourna¬ 
ment. 

Spectators at the All Eng¬ 
land Club and those 
watching at home will still 
hearthe chair umpire refer 
to female players as Miss, 
Mrs. or Ms., but only at cer¬ 
tain times — in the same 
instances that they will use 
Mr. forthe male players. 
The titles will still be used 
for both women and men 
when it comes to code 
violations, medical an¬ 
nouncements and player 
challenges, according to 
the All England Club. 
Heather Watson, a British 
player who is making her 


10th appearance at Wim¬ 
bledon, didn't even notice 
the change while beating 
Caty McNally of the United 
States 7-6 (3), 6-2 on Mon- 


Associated Press 

day in the first round. But 
she was a II for it. 

"Equality is always good," 
Watson said. 

In the past, the chair um¬ 


pire would use the titles at 
the end ofeachgame dur¬ 
ing women's matches, and 
at the end of the match. 
But not for men's matches. 
So when Watson won a 
game in the past, the chair 
umpire would announce, 
'Game, Miss Watson." But 
fora men's match, the an¬ 
nouncement would just 
be, 'Game, Federer,"in the 
case of eight-time Wimble¬ 
don champion Roger Fe- 
derer. 

The topic of using the titles 
came up last year, the 
first year Serena Williams 
played at the All England 
Club asa married woman. 
Instead of, 'Game, Miss 
Williams," it was, 'Game, 
Mrs. Williams." This year, as¬ 
suming she wins a game 
in her first-round match on 


Tuesday, the chair umpire 
will say, 'Game, Williams." 
Novak Djokovic, a four¬ 
time Wimbledon winner 
and the defending cham¬ 
pion, said he hadn't no¬ 
ticed that the club made 
the change for this year's 
tournament. 

"I don't know, to be hon¬ 
est, how I feel about it," 
said Djokovic, who beat 
Philipp Kohlschreiber 6-3, 
7-5, 6-3. "I thought that tra¬ 
dition wasvery unique and 
very special. I thought it 
was nice." But after being 
told that the reason forthe 
change could be in the in¬ 
terest of gender equality, 
Djokovic was on board. 

"I mean, sure, if that is the 
reason, then why not?"the 
top-seeded Serb said. "I 
support that.'□ 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297J-5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 



Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Tyler Skaggs throws to the 
Oakland Athletics during the fiistinning ofa baseball game Sat¬ 
urday, J une 29, 2019, in Anaheim, Calif. 

Associated Press 


TYLER SKAGGS 
Continued from Rage 17 

He struggled with injuries 
repeatedly over the past 
three seasons but perse¬ 
vered to become a valu¬ 
able starter in Los Angeles' 
injury-plagued rotation. 

The left-hander had just 
pitched on Saturday, allow¬ 
ing two runs in 4 1/3 innings 
in a 4-0 loss to Oakland. He 
was scheduled to start the 
series finale at Texas, on the 
Fourth of J uly holiday. 

A photo of Angels players 
wearing cowboy hats by 
their plane was posted on 
Skaggs' Instag ram account 
Sunday, with the pitcher 
writing "Howdy y'all" and 
making a reference to the 
team's road trip to Texas. 
The Angels are sched¬ 
uled to go to Houston for 
a three-game series this 
weekend after playing the 
Rangers. 

Baseball Commissioner 
Rob Manfred said he was 
"deeply saddened" by 
Skaggs' death. 

"We will support the Angels' 
organization through this 
most difficult period, and 
we will make a variety of 


resources available to Ty¬ 
ler's teammates and other 
members of the baseball 
family," Manfred said in a 
statement. 

Skaggs is the first Angels 
playerto die during a sea¬ 
son since Nick Adenhart 
was killed by a drunken 
driver 10 years ago. The 
22-year-old rookie right¬ 
hander was coming off his 
first sta rt of the 2009 sea so n, 
his fourth career game in 
the big leagues. 

J ose Fernandez, a two-time 
All-Star pitcher for the Mi¬ 
ami Marlins, was killed in a 
boating crash near Miami 
Beach, Florida, in Septem¬ 
ber 2016. He was24. 

Pitcher Darryl Kile, who 
played in the majors for 12 
seasons (1992-2002) was on 
the road with the St. Louis 
Cardinals when he died in 
June 2002 in his Chicago 
hotel room at age 33. Al¬ 
bert Pujols, now a member 
of the Angels, was Kile's 
teammate then. 

Angels players and coach¬ 
es who had arrived at the 
Rangers' ballpark for Mon¬ 
day night's series opener 
left about three hours be¬ 


fore the scheduled start of 
the game to return to their 
hotel. The clubhouse was 
never opened to the me¬ 
dia. 

The Rangers' clubhouse 
also wasclosed when gen¬ 
eral manager Jon Daniels 
and manager Chris Wood¬ 
ward told their players 
what had happened and 
dismissed them. 

Woodward described it 
as "one of those moments 
where you're just kind of 
numb" and said the Rang¬ 
ers were thinking about 
Skaggs' family and the An¬ 
gels organization. 

'There were a lot of pretty 
emotional guys in there, 
you could tell. Some guys 
knew him. (Jesse Chavez) 
had actually played with 
him in LA,"Woodward said. 
'Some guys that didn't 
even know him were visibly 
shaken. You could tell." 
Rangers officials said there 
had been no discussions 
on the status of Tuesday's 
game or the rest of what 
wassupposed to be a four- 
game series. They said only 
thatMonday'sgame would 
not be made up thisweek. 


"Real life takesprecedence 
here," Daniels said. 'Some 
thingsarea lotbiggerthan 
baseball." 

Skaggs was bom in the Los 
Angeles neighborhood of 
Woodland Hills, in the far 
western part of the sprawl¬ 
ing San Fernando Valley. 
He graduated from Santa 
Monica High School in 2009, 
when the Angels drafted 
him in the first round. 

The Angels traded Skaggs 
to Arizona in 2010, and he 


started his big league ca¬ 
reer with 13 appearances 
over two seasons for the 
Diamondbacks. The Angels 
reacquired him in Decem¬ 
ber 2013, and he won 25 
games over five seasons 
with the club. 

Skaggs started a career- 
high 24 games last season, 
going 8-10 with a 4.02 ERA. 
He missed playing time 
in April this season with a 
sprained ankle but came 
backstrong.Q 
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Way Thompson slaying home, J immy ButJer-to-Miami gets done 



In this Nov. 13,2018 file photo Philadelphia 76en» J immy Butler speaks with me mbe is of the media 
during a news conference at the NBA basketball team's practice facility in Camden, N.J. 

Associated Press 


By DM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 

Klay Thompson is staying 
home with Golden State. 
Jimmy Butler finally has a 
new home in Miami. 

And the wait continues for 
Kawhi Leonard. 

Thompson announced his 
decision to stay with the 
Golden State Warriors for 
$190 million over the next 
five years, meaning the 
five-time reigning Western 
Conference champions 
have their 'Splash Brothers' 
backcourt of Thompson 
and Stephen Curry locked 
up long-term. Thompson 
made the announcement 
on social media, using the 
hashtag 'Warrior4life." 

He added, 'there wasnev- 
era doubt." 

There's still plenty of doubt 
about Kawhi Leonard's 
next stop. The first 24 hours 
of free agency have come 
and gone without a peep 
from the NBA Finals MVP, 
who is expected to meet 
with the Toronto Raptors — 
the team he led to this past 
season's NBA title — as ear¬ 
ly as Tuesday. The Los An¬ 
geles Lakers a Iso appearto 
remain squarely in the race 
to land him to play along¬ 
side LeBron J amesand An¬ 
thony Davis 

But there is no more doubt 
about Butler's future. 

The Heat completed 
agreements on what will 
become a four-team trade 


Monday to land Butlerfrom 
the Philadelphia 76ers, with 
the Los Angeles Clippers 
and Portland Trail Blazers 
also involved. Miami gets 
Butler and Meyers Leon¬ 
ard, the Blazers get Hassan 
Whiteside, the Clippers get 
Harkless and a future first- 
round pick and the 76ers 
getj osh Richardson. 

Miami had agreed to send 
Whiteside to Portland for 
Harkless and Meyers Leon¬ 
ard earlier in the day, and 
then essentially got ab¬ 
sorbed into the deal to get 
Butler — who will be under 
contract for $142 million 


over the next four seasons 
The Heat had the frame¬ 
work of a three-team deal 
with the 76ers and Dallas 
nearly in place Sunday, be¬ 
fore the Mavericks went a 
different way. 

"Anybody got kawhi num¬ 
ber??" Harkless wrote on 
Twitter after he was head¬ 
ed to the Clippers in that 
four-team deal. 

Kyrie Irving made his move 
to the Brooklyn Nets on a 
four-year deal believed to 
be worth $141 million offi¬ 
cial, with the New York na¬ 
tive saying the lure of going 
home was too strong to ig¬ 


nore. 

"Home is where my fam¬ 
ily is," Irving said in a video 
posted byhisnew represen¬ 
tation, Roc Sports. "Home is 
where I want my legacy to 
continue. And I'm happy to 
be in Brooklyn." 

Irving had been with the 
Boston Celtics. His replace¬ 
ment in next season's Celt¬ 
ics lineup will be Kemba 
Walker, who explained his 
decision to leave Charlotte 
for Boston in an essay pub¬ 
lished Monday by The Play¬ 
ers Tribune. 

"I feel like it's a match made 
in heaven,"Walkerwrote. "I 


want to win here, badly — 
and I'm excited to prove 
myself as that type of play¬ 
er in this league. I want to 
elevate myself into that 
Boston winning tradition. I 
want to get this team back 
on top."Hornets Chairman 
Michael J ordan released a 
statement lauding Walker. 
"He always represented the 
Hornets, the NBA and the 
city of Charlotte with class 
— both on the court and 
in the community — and 
we are disappointed he is 
leaving," J ordan said. "He's 
a special player, with a tre¬ 
mendous heart and tireless 
work ethic. Kemba is truly 
one of the best to ever play 
for our team. We wish him 
and his family all the best in 
the future." 

The New York Knicks missed 
out on players like Irving 
and Kevin Durant — who 
is also headed to Brook¬ 
lyn — but continued the 
retooling of their roster by 
adding guardsElfrid Payton 
and Wayne Ellington. New 
York will become Ellington's 
ninth team in 11 seasons. 
And Seth Curry, Stephen's 
brother, is returning to Dal¬ 
las . The Mavericks agreed 
to a $32 million, four-year 
contract with the young¬ 
er Curry, who spent last 
season with Portland. He 
played for the Mavs in the 
2016-17 season, averaging 
a career-high 12.8 points 
pergame.Q 


Sung Hyun Paik birdies 18th for LPGA Tour win in Arkansas 


Sung Hyun Raik holds up the trophy after winning the LPGA 
Walma rt NWAikansas Championship golf tournament Sunday, 
J une 30, 2019, in Rogers, Aik. 

Associated Press 


By CHIP SOUZA 
Associated ness 
ROGERS, Aik. (AP) — Sung 
Hyun Park two-putted for 


birdie on the par-5 18th to 
win the Wa Ima rt NW Arka n- 
sas Championship on Sun¬ 
day for her second LPGA 


Tour victory of the season 
and seventh overall. 

The 25-year-old Park is pro¬ 
jected to move from sec¬ 
ond to first in the world rank¬ 
ing Monday. She will take 
the top spot from friend J in 
Young Ko, the fellow South 
Korean player who poured 
water over Park's head on 
the 18th green. 

"It would definitely be good 
to be back on the top, but 
to be honest, there was a 
lot of pressure when I was 
the No. 1,"Parksaid through 
a translator. "But I wouldn't 
want to sort of keep that in 
mind, because I would be 
under pressure. But then 
again, it would feel nice to 
be the No. 1." 

Park closed with a 5-under 


66 to finish at 18-under 195 
at Pinnacle Country Club. 
She tapped in a putt not 
much more than a foot on 
the 18th to beat Danielle 
Kang, Hyo J oo Kim and In¬ 
bee Park by a stroke. 

'To be honest, my round 
today didn't go as well as 
I thought it would," Sung 
Hyun Park said. "I knew that 
it was important to make 
a lot of birdies on the front 
nine, but there were a lotof 
opportunities.... But I talked 
with my caddie, and we 
both sa id there's still a lot of 
hope left. Every single shot 
was really important." 

Kang, Kim and Inbee Park 
each shot 65, with Kang 
playing the final five holes 
in 5 underwith an eagle on 


the par-5 14th and birdies 
on the last three. 

"I definitely finished well," 
Kang said. "I gave every¬ 
thing I got the last nine 
holes, so came up one shot 
short. Wish we could have 
gone to playoff, but I knew 
that Sung Hyun was go¬ 
ing to have an iron in on 
the last hole." She did, and 
from only 164 yards. She 
hit a bout 30 feet left of the 
flag to set up the two-putt 
birdie Sung Hyun Parkbird- 
ied all four par-5 holes in 
the final round. She played 
the 18th in 4 under for the 
three rounds, making an 
eagle Friday and a birdie 
Saturday for a share of the 
second-round lead with 
Carlota CigandaO 
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Dodgers rebound 
in 10-5 win over 
Rox for series split 
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Colorado Roc kies second baseman Ryan Me Mahon, top, jumps over lx>s Angeles Dodgeis' Edwin 
Riosaflerfoicing him outatsecond base on the front end ofa double play hit into by Enrique Her¬ 
nandez to end the top ofthe second inning ofa baseball game Sunday, J une 30,2019, in Denver. 

Associated ness 


By The Assoc iated ness 
DENVER (AP) — J oc Ped¬ 
erson had three hits and 
three RBIs, Matt Beaty 
doubled twice and drove 
in two, and Los Angeles ral¬ 
lied past Colorado to split 
theirfour-game series. 

Kenta Maeda pitched into 
the fifth but didn't figure 
in the decision. He had a 
hand in the Dodgers' first 
two runs, though, singling 
and scoring in the third and 
laying down a sacrifice 
bunt that helped bring Kike 
Hernandez home in the 
fifth. 

Dylan Flora (3-2) got two 
outs to pickup the win and 
Julio Uriashelped keep the 
Roc kies in c hec k with three 
scoreless innings in relief. 
Chad Bettis (1-4) was 
charged with six runs while 
getting one out. 

BREWERS 2, PIRATES 1 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Eric 
Thames homered leading 
off the eighth inning, and 
Milwaukee beat Pittsburgh. 
Thames, who entered as 
a pinch-hitter in the sixth, 
blasted an 0-1 pitch from 
Pirates reliever Kyle Crick 
(3-4) to straightaway cen¬ 
ter, a 432-foot shot that hit 
just below the scoreboard. 
Milwaukee took two of 
three from its NL Central ri¬ 
val and moved into a first- 
place tie with the Chicago 
Cubs, who lost to Cincinna¬ 
ti. The Brewers finished their 
homestand at 5-5. 

Jeremy Jeffress (2-2) 
pitched a scoreless eighth, 
and Matt Albers worked 
the ninth to pick up his first 
save ofthe season. 

REDS8, CUBS6 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Eu¬ 
genio Suarez ended his 
slump with Cincinnati's lon¬ 
gest homer of the season, 
Anthony DeSclafani (5-4) 
pitched six scoreless innings 
and the Reds held off Chi¬ 
cago. 

Phillip Ervin and Nick Sen- 
zel drove in two runs each, 
and Raisel Iglesias esc aped 
with a six-out save despite 
allowing Jason Heyward's 
three-run homer in the 
ninth. Kyle Schwarber also 


had a late connection for 
the Cubs. 

Chicago starter Jon Lester 
(7-6) hadn't lost to the Reds 
since 2016, a streak of sev¬ 
en straight starts. The Cubs 
have dropped 3 of 4 and 
finished J une 14-15, their 
first losing month since May 
2017. Yasiel Puig stole two 
bases a day after a shout¬ 
ing match with Chicago 
reliever Pedro Strop — Puig 
wasupsetafterbeing hitby 
a 3-0 pitch. 

CARDINALS 5, PADRES 3, 11 
INNINGS 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Matt 
Wietershita two-run homer 
with two outs in the 11th 
inning, and St. Louis over¬ 
came a three-run deficit to 
beat San Diego and snap a 
five-game losing streak. 
Wieters'shot off Brad Wieck 
(0-1) reached the balcony 
on the fourth level of the 
Western Metal Supply Co. 
Building in the left-field cor¬ 
ner. It was his fourth and 
came with Kolten Wong 
aboard on an infield single. 
Manny Machado hit a 
two-run home run in the 
fourth, giving the Padres 
three players with at least 
20, and Eric Hosmer had 
three hits San Diego had its 
four-game winning streak 
snapped. 

Carlos Martinez (2-0) 
pitched 2 2/3 innings of re¬ 
lief for the win and Dominic 
Leone gotthe final two outs 
for his first save. 

PHILLIES 13, MARLINS 6 
MIAMI (AP) — Bryce Harper 
homered and drove in four 
to help Philadelphia end a 
streak of five consecutive 
losses to last-place Miami. 
Harper hit run-scoring sin¬ 
gles in the first and sixth in¬ 
nings and a two-run hom¬ 
er in the eighth, his 15th. 
That gave him 199 career 
homers and 999 hits, and 
increased his average to 
.250. Jake Arrieta (8-6) al¬ 
lowed fourrunsin six innings 
but contributed a two-run 
single. Jean Segura and 
Cesar Hernandez each 
had three ofthe Phillies' 17 
hits and scored twice, and 
Brad Miller hit his third hom- 


erand singled in a run. 
Miami catcherj orge Alfaro 
hit two-run homer with a 
bloody nose following colli¬ 
sion in the sixth. Trevor Rich¬ 
ards (3-9) allowed three 
runs in five innings. 

GIANTS 10, DIAMOND- 
BACKS4 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
Kevin Pillar had four hits 
including a homer and 
drove in five runs, Madison 
Bumgarner pitched seven 
strong innings, and San 
Francisco beat Arizona. 
Buster Posey had three hits 
including a double for the 
Giants, who split the four- 
game series with their NL 
West riva Is. 

Bumgarner (5-7) gave up 
one run on four hits. He 
struc k out nine a nd wa Iked 
none. Pillar put the Giants 
ahead in the bottom of 
the second with a two-run 
homeroff Robbie Ray (5-6). 
ME1S 8, BRAVES 5 
NEW YORK (AP) — Newly 
na med All-Sta rsj eff Me Neil 
and Pete Alonso had the 
big hits in a five-run eighth 
inning that ra Hied New York 
past Atlanta and snapped 
a seven-ga me losing strea k. 
Todd Frazier launched a 
long homer to begin the 
comeback and finished 
with three hits and two RBIs 
McNeil and J .D. Davis also 
had three hits apiece for 
the Mets, who prevented a 
three-game sweep by the 
NL East leaders and won 
for only the fifth time in 18 


games. All-Star starter Ron¬ 
ald Acuna J r. homered for 
the Braves. He had three 
hits and scored three times. 
Edwin Diaz closed one 
out for New York's belea¬ 
guered bullpen, getting 


NEW YORK (AP) — A month 
after setting a record for 
most home runsin a month, 
big league batters did it 
again and are on pace to 
shatterthe season mark. 
The Elias Sports Bureau said 
Monday that batters hit 
1,142 home runs in June, 
seven more than in May. 
Five of the top six home 
run months have been in 
the lastthree years August 
2017 is third at 1,119, fol¬ 
lowed byjune 2017(1,101), 
May 2000 (1,069) and May 
2017(1,060). 

A total of 3,421 home runs 
were hit in 1,255 games 
through Sunday, an aver¬ 
age of 2.73 pergame. That 
is up 19%from the 2.28 av¬ 
erage through June last 
yea r, when 2,822 home runs 
were hit in 1,236 games. 
Batters are on pace to hit 
6,624 home runs — well 
above the record 6,105 set 
in 2017 and up from 5,585 


three quick outsforhis 17th 
save in 21 tries. 

Wilmer Font (2-2) worked 
two hitless innings for his 
first win with the Mets. Sean 
Newcomb (2-1) took the 
lossO 


la st year. Milwaukee'sChris- 
tian Yelich leadsthe major 
leagues with 29 home runs, 
followed by New York Mets 
rookie Peter Alonso (28) 
and the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers' Cody Bellinger(27). 

A year after strikeouts sur¬ 
passed hits for the first 
time, whiffs remain ahead: 
21,871 to 21,554. While 
there were more strikeouts 
than hits in March (949 to 
848) and April (6,799 to 
6,371), hitting has picked 
up in the wanner months 
There were 7,170 hits to 
7,137 strikeouts in May and 
7,165 hits to 6,986 strikeouts 
in J une. 

The major league batting 
average was .251 through 
J une. That is up three per¬ 
centage points from last 
year's average, the lowest 
since 1972 — the year be¬ 
fore the American League 
started using the designat¬ 
ed hitter.Q 


MLB bathe is set HR 
recoid for 2nd straight 
month, hit 1,142 
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Comeback lifts Yanks to London sweep of Red Sox 



New York Yankees' Gary Sanchez hitsa two-RBI single againstthe Boston Red Sox during the sev¬ 
enth inning of a baseball game in London, Sunday, J une 30,2019. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Gary 
Sanchez hit a go-ahead, 
two-run single during a 
nine-run seventh inning, 
and the New York Yan¬ 
kees overcame a four-run 
deficit to beat the Boston 
Red Sox 12-8 Sunday for a 
two-game sweep of the 
groundbreaking, high-scor¬ 
ing trip across the pond. 

DJ LeMahieu doubled 
off Marcus Walden (6-1) 
leading off the seventh 
and hit a two-run double 
against J osh Taylor later in 
the inning as the Yankees 
opened an 11-4lead, send¬ 
ing 14 batters to the plate 
in their highest-scoring in¬ 
ning in four years. 

Didi Gregorius went deep 
against Ryan Brasier in 
the eighth, extending 
New York's record streak 
of games with home runs 
to 31. Combined with the 
Yankees' 17-13 win Satur¬ 
day, the teams scored 50 
runs on the weekend, four 
more than their previous 
scoring mark in consecu¬ 
tive games against each 
other. 

Adam Ottavino (3-2), the 
second of six New York re¬ 
lievers, got the win. 

Before a sellout crowd of 
59,059 at Olympic Stadium, 
Xander Bogaerts, J .D. Mar¬ 
tinez and Christian Vazquez 
became the first trio of Bos¬ 
ton batters in fourdecades 
to hit home runs in the first 
inning. 

RAYS6, RANGERS2 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
— Blake Snell struck out 12 
over six innings for just his 
second win in 10 starts and 
Tampa BaybeatTexas 
Snell (5-7) gave up three 
hits during an 80-pitch out¬ 
ing. The reigning AL Cy 
Young Award winner had 
an 11.94 ERA in five previ¬ 
ous sta rts th is mo nth. 
Tommy Pham homered for 
the Rays, who won con¬ 
secutive gamesforthe first 
time since June 9-10. The 
first AL wild card leaders 
went 13-16 in J une. 

After Kevin Kiermaier had 
an RBI single and Willy 
Adamesadded a run-scor¬ 
ing single off Jesse Chavez 
(3-3) the fourth, Pham's 
fifth-inning solo shot made 
it 4-2. 

ASTROS 6, MARINERS 1 


HOUSTON (AP) — Rookie 
Yordan Alvarez drove in 
three to back up seven 
strong innings by Genit 
Cole and help Houston 
over Seattle to complete a 
three-game sweep. 

Cole (8-5), who allowed 
just four singles after a solo 
homer to J .P. Crawford, 
struck out 10 and walked 
one to win his fourth stra ight 
decision. Cole leads the 
American League with 151 
strikeo uts this sea so n. 
Mariners starter Marco 
Gonzales (9-7) allowed six 
hits and three runs while 
walking three in five innings 
to snap a four-game win¬ 
ning streak in his first loss 
since J une 2. 

After consecutive one-run 
wins in the 10th inning, the 
Astros didn't need any late 
dramatics in this one. They 
padded the lead with a 
three-run eighth inning 
highlighted by a two-RBI 
single byj ake Marisnick. 
WHITE SOX 4, TWINS 3 
CHICAGO (AP) — First-time 
All-Star Lucas Giolito (11- 


2) allowed one hit in five 
innings to earn his major 
league-leading 11th victo¬ 
ry and Chicago beat Min¬ 
nesota. 

Yoan Moncada homered, 
and he and Jose Abreu 
had three hits apiece for 
the White Sox, who won 
two of three againstthe AL 
Central-leading Twins. 
Nelson Cruz homered for 
the Twins, who had won 
eight of nine against Chi¬ 
cago. 

Lewis Thorpe (0-1), a 
23-year-old left-hander 
from Melbourne, Austra¬ 
lia, made his major league 
debut forthe Twins. He al¬ 
lowed two runs and five 
hits, struck out seven and 
walked two in five innings. 
NATIONALS 2, TIG ERS1 
DETROIT (A P) — MaxScher- 
zer struck out 14 against his 
former team and Anthony 
Rendon homered for the 
second straight game as 
Washington topped De¬ 
troit. 

Scherzer (8-5) returned to 
Comerica Park for the first 


time since leaving as a free 
agent after the 2014 sea¬ 
son and stuck out double¬ 
digit battens for the fourth 
stra ig ht outing. 

Rendon's blast came off 
Joe Jimenez (2-6), who al¬ 
lowed a home run and a 
walk to the only two batters 
he faced. 

Detroit's Jordan Zimmer- 
mann, who also was start¬ 
ing against hisformerteam, 
struck out four batters in six 
innings, allowing one run. 
INDIANS 2, ORIOLES 0 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Shane 
Bieber allowed three hits 
and struck out 11 over 
eight dazzling innings, Car¬ 
los Santana drove in two 
and Cleveland edged 
Baltimore to avert a three- 
game sweep. 

Coming off successive 13-0 
losses to the team with the 
worst record in the majors, 
the India nstumed it a round 
behind Bieber (7-3). The 
left-hander did not issue a 
walk, retired 12 straight at 
one point and permitted 
only one runner past first 


base. Brad Hand gave up 
two singlesand a two-out 
walk to load the bases in 
the ninth before striking out 
Anthony Santander for his 
23rd save. He was named 
an All-Star after the game. 
Orioles starter Gabriel Ynoa 
(0-6) gave up one run and 
six hits over 5 1/3 innings 
Three of those hits came in 
the third, when the Merca- 
do-Santana combination 
clicked to end the Indians' 
run of scoreless innings at 
20 . 

ATHLETICS 12, ANGELS3 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Matt Chapman hit a three- 
run homer, a triple and a 
three-run double on the 
day he was named to his 
first All-Starteam, and Oak¬ 
land beat Los Angeles to 
take three of four from its 
ALWest rival. 

Chapman racked up a 
career-high six RBIs starting 
with his 21st homer in the 
fifth inning, shortly before 
he learned of his selection 
to the midseason show¬ 
case in Cleveland. 

Shohei Ohtani hit two hom¬ 
ers for the Angels, who 
wrapped up their final 
homestand before the All- 
Star break by losing three 
straight at home to a team 
they're chasing in the divi¬ 
sion standings. 

Andrew Heaney (1-2) yield¬ 
ed five runs over six innings 
of six-hit ball forthe Angels, 
giving up Chapman's big 
shot after a mound visit in 
the fifth. Chris Bassitt (5-3) 
pitched five-hit ball into the 
sixth inning forOakland. 
ROYALS 7, BLUE J AYS6 
TORONTO (AP) — Jorge 
Soler homered and had 
two RBIs, Brad Keller (4-9) 
pitched five innings to win 
forthe first time since May 
22, and Kansas City beat 
Toronto. J ustin Smoak hom¬ 
ered twice forthe Blue J ays 
but ended the game by 
fouling out against right¬ 
hander Ian Kennedy in the 
ninth, stranding the tying 
run atsecond base. 

Whit Menifield reached 
base three times and Alex 
Gordon drove in a pair as 
Kansas City answered To¬ 
ronto's five-run second in¬ 
ning with a five-run third 
against struggling Blue Jays 
right-hander Aaron San¬ 
chez (3-ll).Q 
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United States' Weston Mckennie, right; celebrates with lyler 
Boyd after Mcnennie's goal during the first half of a CONCA- 
CAF Gold Cup soccer match against Curacao, Sunday, J une 
30, 2019, in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 



U.S beats Curacao 
1-0, playsJamaica in 
Gold Cup semifinals 


South Africa's Caster Semenya approaches the finish line to win the women's 800-meter race 
during the ftefontaine Classic, an IAAF Diamond League athletics meeting, in Stanford, Calif., 
Sunday, J une 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Semenya wins women's 800, 
wants to defend world title 


By DAVEZETTLIN 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — C hris- 
tian Pulisic and the United 
States are headed to the 
CONCACAF Gold Cup 
semifinals after an under¬ 
whelming performance 
againstCuracao. 

Ihe U.S. was outplayed 
during the second half by 
the wor1d's79th-ranked na¬ 
tional team but managed 
to advance with a 1-0 
win Sunday night behind 
Weston McKennie'sgoal in 
the 25th minute. 

Ihe defending champi¬ 
on U.S. extended its Gold 
Cup winning streak to nine 
and will play Jamaica on 
Wednesday at Nashville, 
Tennessee, in the second 
semifinal,a nightafterMex- 
ico facesHaiti atGlendale, 
Arizona. The U.S. reached 
the semifinals for the 10th 
straight Gold Cup and 14th 
in 15 overall. 

'When you get to the 
knockout stages, everyone 
wants to move on to the 
next round and they're giv¬ 
ing absolutely everything," 
Pulisic said. 'Curacao 100 
percent wanted that — 
you could see that in the 
way they played." 

Pulisic, the Americans' star 
midfielder, captained the 
U.S. for the second time 
and fed fellow 20-year-old 
McKennie forthe goal. Pu¬ 
lisic cut in from a flank and 
crossed, and McKennie 
headed in the ball from 4 
yards for his second goal 
in 12 international appear¬ 


ances. 

"That's one of my strengths, 
running into the box late," 
McKennie said. "I always 
tell him to look for me. He 
knows to look for me. That's 
a little something we work 
on together." 

Playing near his hometown 
of Hershey, Pulisic shot just 
wide in the second min¬ 
ute and was denied in the 
fourth when goalkeeper 
Eloy Room, while falling 
to his left, reached to his 
right to tip his shot over the 
crossbar. 

"I wanted to lead the team 
from the start," Pulisic said. 
"In the end, we needed 
to finish more chances to 
make it much easier on 
ourselves." 

Curacao had 60 percent 
possession in the second 
half and outshot the U.S. 
15-10 overall. American 
goalkeeper Sick Steffen, 
a native of suburban Phila¬ 
delphia, made a leaping 
save on Leandro Bacuna in 
the 84th minute. 

The 30th-ranked Americans 
have outscored opponents 
12-0 in the touma ment, the 
championship of North 
and Central America and 
the Caribbean, and have 
held opponents scoreless 
for405 minutes overall. 
Gregg Berhalter, hired as 
U.S. coach in December, 
said it was a tactical de¬ 
cision to fall back and not 
press in the second half, 
which allowed Curacao to 
control possessionO 


By MICHAELWAGAMAN 
Associated Press 
STANFORD, Calif. (AP) — 

Caster Semenya easily 
won the women's 800 at 
the Prefontaine Classic on 
Sunday, asan international 
court continues to debate 
her future in the event. 

The reigning Olympic 
champion and embattled 
three-time world champion 
won in 1 minute, 55.70 sec¬ 
onds, nearly three seconds 
ahead of second-place 
Ajee Wilson, in the highly 
anticipated race at Cobb 
Track and Angell Field. It's 
the fastest-time ever on 
American soil. 

'We're happy with the win 
but not how we ran the 
race,"Semenya said. 'Obvi¬ 
ously, when you're running 
800 meters it's a II a bout the 
splits that you run. We're 
not really calculated well 
but at the end of the day 
you have to execute, you 
have to rectify those mis¬ 
takes when you're running 
a race." 

Itwasthe first time Semenya 
ran the 800 since Switzer¬ 
land's supreme court ruled 
her eligible while it consid¬ 
ers her appeal against a 
new IAAF rule capping tes¬ 
tosterone levels in women's 
events from the 400 to mile. 
One of a handful of run¬ 
ners affected by the IAAF 
rules, Semenya has been 
fighting back. The 28-year- 
old South African refused 


to take medication to be 
in compliance and initially 
planned to side-step it at 
the Prefontaine by regis¬ 
tering to run the 3,000. She 
was eventually cleared in 
time for the seventh stop 
on the Diamond League 
circuit. 

'When I run I forget about 
everything. It's just a II a bout 
me," Semenya said. "It's all 
about me being free. It's 
all about me doing what 
I love. I treat people with 
respect and I appreciate 
them for who they are. I 
accept them. That's what 
I do. For me it's all about 
inspiring the youth so they 
can be better." 

Semenya trailed early but 
took the lead on the back 
stretch of the second lap 
and cruised across the 
line more than 15 meters 
ahead of Wilson, who fin¬ 
ished in 1:58.36. 

Wilson, the American re¬ 
cord holder in the 800, 
was glad to see Semenya 
cleared to race. 

"Absolutely I think she be al¬ 
lowed to run,"Wilson said. "I 
think everybody should be 
allowed to compete. The 
parameters surrounding 
that, I'm not sure about, but 
I definitely think she should 
be able to do what she 
wants." 

What's next for Semenya 
is uncertain. She plans to 
take four weeks off before 
resuming her circuit, and 


will await the next ruling 
from the Swisscourt. 

A federal judge's decision 
is expected within days 
on whether to extend an 
interim suspension of the 
IAAF rules that Semenya 
requested. A final verdict 
from a panel of judges is 
expected to take several 
months. 

It means Semenya is cur¬ 
rently in line to defend her 
title at the World Champi¬ 
onships in Doha, Qatar in 
September. That's where 
Semenya ran a world-lead¬ 
ing 1:54.98 on May 3 in her 
last 800 before Sunday. 

If the IAAF rules are re¬ 
applied this month, Seme- 
nya's appearance in the 
800 at the Prefontaine may 
be her last. 

"My goal is to defend my 
world title," Semenya said. 
"If I'm not allowed, I'm not 
allowed. I don't give a 
damn. This is a legal battle. 
It's like war. You don't give 
up. I'm a world champ, I'm 
an Olympic champion. I've 
achieved everything that 
I've ever wanted. At the 
end of the day I'm just do¬ 
ing it for those that cannot 
fig ht fo r the mse Ive &" 
Semenya acknowledged 
having difficulty adjusting 
to the time change forthe 
race in California. Shoul¬ 
dering the fight against the 
IAAF has also taken its toll, 
but Semenya is determined 
to push onO 
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Fac ebook to make jobs, creditads searchable for U.S users 



shows the Facebook logo on sc teens at the Nasdaq MaiketSHe in 

Associated Press 


BOSTON (AP) — Facebook 
says it will make advertise¬ 
ments for jobs, loans and 
credit card offers search¬ 
able for all U.S. users fol¬ 
lowing a legal settlement 
designed to eliminate dis¬ 
crimination on its platform. 
The plan disclosed in an 
internal report Sunday vol¬ 
untarily expands on a com¬ 
mitment the social medial 
giant made in March when 
it agreed to make its U.S. 
housing ads searchable by 
location and advertiser. 
Ads were only delivered 
selectively to Facebook 
users based on such data 
as what they earn, their 
education level and where 
they shop. 

The audit's leader, former 
American Civil Liberties 
Union executive Laura Mur¬ 
phy, was hired by Face- 
book in May 2018 to assess 
its performance on vital so¬ 
cial issues. 

Murphy has consulted 
with dozens of civil rights 
groups on the subject as 
part of her yearlong audit, 
assisted by lawyers from 
the firm Reiman, Dane & 
Colfax. Sunday's 26-page 
report , which also deals 
with content moderation 
and enforcement and ef- 
fortsto prevent meddling in 
the 2020 U.S. elections and 
census, washersecond up¬ 
date. 

Ihe searchable housing 
adsdata base will roll out by 
the end of 2019, Facebook 
says, and Murphy said she 
expects the employment 
and financial product of¬ 
ferings databases to be 
available within the next 
year. 

Murphy said she's "very ex¬ 
cited" about the move she 
believes will positively im¬ 
pact the social mobility of 


This March 29, 2018 file photo 
New Yoik'slimes Square. 

millions in the United States. 
Targeted ads tailored to 
individuals are Facebook's 
bread and butter — ac¬ 
counting for all but a sliver 
of its more than $50 billion 
in annual revenues last 
year. It's unlikely that mak¬ 
ing the ads searchable 
would have a significant 
effect on Facebook's busi¬ 
ness. Analysts have cau¬ 
tioned, however, that any 
restrictions on Facebook's 
ability to target ads could 
scare off advertisers. 

The move is likely part of 
Facebook's strategy to 
show regulators that is do¬ 
ing a good job policing its 
own service — putting it in 
compliance with existing 
anti-discrimination law — 
and doesn't need a heavy¬ 


handed approach from 
lawmakers. Itcomesasthe 
company is facing increas¬ 
ing regulatory pressures. 

As part of the settlement 
with plaintiffs including the 
ACLU and the National Fair 
Housing Alliance, Face- 
book agreed in March 
to stop targeting people 
based on age, genderand 
zip code and to also elimi¬ 
nate such categories as 
national origin and sexual 
orientation. 

The groupshad sued claim¬ 
ing Facebookviolated anti- 
discrimination laws by pre¬ 
venting audiences includ¬ 
ing single mothers and the 
disabled from seeing many 
housing ads — while some 
job ads were not reaching 
women and olderworkers. 


Galen Sherwin, senior staff 
attorney at the ACLU and 
the group's lead attorney 
in the case, said making 
the three Facebook da¬ 
tabases searchable by 
anyone "definitely creates 
greater access to informa¬ 
tion about economic op¬ 
portunities." 

Civil rights groups are con¬ 
cerned that the secretive, 
proprietary algorithms that 
govern how the company 
steersads— even when not 
consciously targeting spe¬ 
cific groups — could still be 
discriminatory. 

"I wish we could see into the 
blackbox,"Sherwin said. 
Facebook still faces a U.S. 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
complaint over housing 


ad-targeting and delivery. 
Murphy, the auditor, said 
she thinks the company 
understands it's "going to 
have to look at the algo¬ 
rithms" behind them. 

Ihe company also faces 
privacyand anti-trust inves¬ 
tigations in the U.S. and Eu¬ 
rope over its invasive data 
collection practices and 
struggles to police hate 
speech globally with some¬ 
times lethal repercussions. 
Facebook is currently in 
talks to create an external 
oversight board to monitor 
such issues and its level of 
independence is one sub- 
jectof debate. 

Sunday's audit update also 
addresses Facebook's ef¬ 
forts to shed "harmful con¬ 
tent," including a new U.S. 
pilot program where dedi¬ 
cated monitors will focus 
on hate speech alone. A 
few dozen are involved so 
far, the company said. All 
come from the more than 
20,000 outsourced content 
moderatorswho screen the 
2.3 billion-user platform, the 
company said. 

Audit team recommen¬ 
dations include ending a 
carve-out for humor as an 
exception in hate speech 
and devising better mech¬ 
anisms for blocking harass¬ 
ment, which can be espe¬ 
cially overwhelming when 
automated. 

Simply defining actionable 
hate speech — which can 
vary by nation, region, lan¬ 
guage and cultural con¬ 
text— is a tall order. 

The report says Facebook is 
committed to stepping up 
efforts to fight voting sup¬ 
pression in 2020 elections 
and plans to have ready 
by fall policies to counter 
attempts to interfere in the 
censusQ 


Facebook mail site evacuated after possible sarin scare 


MENLO PARK, Calif. (AP) — 

A Facebook mail facility 
near company headquar¬ 
ters was evacuated Mon¬ 
day after a routine check 
found mail possibly con¬ 
taining the nerve agent 
sarin. 

Authorities put the site un¬ 
der quarantine as they 
conducted additional test¬ 
ing. Four buildings were 


evacuated and three 
have been cleared for 
people to come back in, 
said Facebook spokesman 
Anthony Harrison in a state¬ 
ment. The suspicious pack¬ 
age was delivered around 
11 a.m. to one of the com¬ 
pany's mail rooms, he said. 
"Authorities have not yet 
identified the substance 
found," Harrison wrote. 


There were no reports of 
injuries, Menlo Park Fire 
Marsha I Jon Johnston said. 
Incoming mail undergoing 
routine processing by ma¬ 
chine tested positive forsa- 
rin, but it could have been 
a false positive, Johnston 
said. 

"Right now we don't have 
anybody that has any 
symptoms,"he said. 


"We're just doing verifica¬ 
tion." 

The FBI is assisting in the in¬ 
vestigation, as is common 
in incidents such as this 
one. 

The federal Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Preven¬ 
tion says sarin is a chemi¬ 
cal warfare agent that is 
a clear, colorless, odorless 
and tasteless liquid. It can 


evaporate into the envi¬ 
ronment, prompting symp¬ 
toms within seconds 
A drop of sarin on skin can 
cause sweating and mus¬ 
cle twitching, and exposure 
to large doses can result in 
paralysis and respiratory 
failure leading to death. 
The CDC says people who 
are mildly exposed usually 
recovercompletely.O 
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V\Aiy wealth gap has grown despite record-long economic growth 



In this Wednesday, June 26,2019, photo Hannah Moote poses fora portrait in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By C HRIS1DPHER RUGABER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As it 

enters its 11th year, Ameri- 
ca'seconomic expansion is 
now the longest on record 
— a streak that has shrunk 
unemployment, swelled 
household wealth, revived 
the housing market and 
helped fuel an explosive 
rise in the stoc k ma rket. 
Yetevenaftera fulldecade 
of uninterrupted economic 
growth, the richest Ameri¬ 
cans now hold a greater 
share ofthe nation'swealth 
than they did before the 
Great Recession began in 
2007. And income growth 
has been sluggish by his¬ 
torical standards, leaving 
many Americans feeling 
stuck in place. 

Those trends help explain 
something unique about 
thisexpansion: It'seasily the 
least-celebrated econom¬ 
ic recovery in decades. 

As public discontent has 
grown, the issue has be¬ 
come one forpolitical can¬ 
didates to harness — be¬ 
ginning with Donald Trump 
in 2016. Now, some of the 
Democrats running to chal¬ 
lenge Trump for the presi¬ 
dency have built theircam- 
paignsaround proposalsto 
tax wealth, raise minimum 
wagesorease the financial 
strain of medical care and 
highereducation. 


America's financial dispari¬ 
ties have widened in large 
part bee a use the meansby 
which people build wealth 
have become more exclu¬ 
sive since the Great Reces¬ 
sion. 

Fewer middle-class Ameri¬ 
cans own homes. Fewer 
are invested in the stock 
market. And home pric¬ 
es have risen far more in 
wealthier metro areas on 
the coasts than in more 
modestly priced cities and 
rural areas The result is that 
affluent homeowners now 
sit on vast sums of home 


equity and capital gains, 
while tens of millions of or¬ 
dinary households have 
been left mainly on the 
sidelines. 

'The recovery has been 
very disappointing from the 
standpoint of inequality," 
said Gabriel Zucman, an 
economist at the Univer¬ 
sity of California, Berkeley, 
and a leading expert on 
income and wealth distri¬ 
bution. 

Household wealth — the 
value of homes, stock port¬ 
folios and bank accounts, 
minus mortgage and credit 


card debt and other loans 
— jumped 80% in the past 
decade. More than one- 
third of that gain — $16.2 
trillion in riches— went to 
the wealthiest 1%, figures 
from the Federal Reserve 
show. J ust 25% of it went 
to middle-to-upper-middle 
class households. The bot¬ 
tom half ofthe population 
gained less than 2% 

Nearly 8 million Americans 
lost homes in the recession 
and its aftermath, and the 
sharp price gainssince then 
have put ownership out of 
reach for many would-be 


buyers. For America's mid¬ 
dle class, the homeowner- 
ship rate fell to about 60% 
in 2016 from roughly 70% in 
2004, before the housing 
bubble, according to sep¬ 
arate Fed data. 

The other major engine 
of household wealth — 
the stock market — hasn't 
much benefited most 
people, either. The longest 
bull market in U.S. history, 
which surpassed its own 
10-yearmarkin March, has 
shot equity prices up more 
than four-fold. Yet the pro¬ 
portion of middle-income 
householdsthatown shares 
hasactually declined. 

The Fed calculates that 
about half of middle-in- 
come Americans owned 
shares in 2016, the most re¬ 
cent year for which data 
is available, down from 
56% in 2007. That includes 
people who hold stocks in 
retirement accounts. 

The decline in stock mar¬ 
ket participation occurred 
mainly because more mid¬ 
dle-income workers took 
contract work orotherjobs 
that offered no retirement 
savings plans, the Fed con¬ 
cluded. 

Hannah Moore, now 37, 
has struggled to save since 
graduating from college in 
December 2007, the same 
month the Great Recession 
officially began. □ 


US manufacturing growth slows in J une for 3rd straight mo nth 



In thisj une 24,2019, file photo machineswoikon a Ford vehicle 
assembly line atFord'sChicago Assembly Plant in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

factory activity grew at 
a slower pace in J une for 
the third straight month as 
measures of new orders 
and inventories fell. 

The Institute forSupply Man¬ 
agement, an association 
of purchasing managers, 
said Monday that its manu¬ 
facturing index slipped to 
51.7 last month from 52.1 in 
May. Any reading above 
50 signals an expansion. 
While the sectorisstill grow¬ 
ing, the report pointed to 
an ongoing weakening in 
U.S. manufacturing. Trade 
fights with China, Europe 
and Mexico, as well as 
an increase in the dol¬ 
lar's value, have cut into 
U.S. exports and increased 
uncertainty for American 


manufacturers. 

A measure of new orders 
dropped to 50, which 
means they were un¬ 
changed. Manufacturers 
are also holding fewer sup¬ 
plies, a sign they are wor¬ 
ried that demand could 
slow further. 

"It's concerning," said Tim 
Fiore, chair of the ISM's 
manufacturing survey com¬ 
mittee. "This is going down 
fasterthan I would like." 

The ISM surveys purchas¬ 
ing managersat manufac¬ 
turing firms, nearly half of 
whom said that trade pol¬ 
icy was negatively affect¬ 
ing their businesses in some 
way. 

'Tariffs are causing an in¬ 
crease in the cost of goods, 
meaning U.S. consumers 


are paying more for prod¬ 
ucts," a chemical manu- 
facturertold the ISM. 

A measure of new export 
orders was just 50.5, sug¬ 
gesting overseas demand 
is barely growing. Overall 
order backlogs are also 
shrinking, and customers' 
inventories, while still de¬ 
clining, are doing so more 
slowly. When manufactur¬ 
ers' customers hold larger 
stockpiles, that means they 
order fewer goods from 
factories 

There were some positive 
signs: Production and em¬ 
ployment increased at a 
fasterpace in J une. 
President Donald Trump 
has postponed two of his 
largest, most recent tar¬ 
iff threats, but that hasn't 


fully removed the threat to 
manufacturers He agreed 
over the weekend to hold 
more trade talks with Chi¬ 
na, rather than impose im¬ 
port taxes on $300 billion 


of Chinese imports. He also 
delayed an across-the- 
board 25% duty on all im¬ 
ports from Mexico, which 
he threatened to impose in 
May.Q 









TUESDAY 2 JULY 


^ICOMICS 


TCDA^ 


Mutts 



Blondie 

"wow/ THIS IS A Riot; 

(wh4t5"soT^ 



HEY, PAL, YOU AIN'T NO 
MATTHEW MCCONAUSHEY/' 




?sjf T *vT\ 

^<3 * 




Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 “One _ 
customer”; sale 
item sign 
4 Vine-covered 
lattice shelter 
9 Mr. Gingrich 
13 Allies’ VWVII foe 

15 Daniel or Pat 

16 Sore 

17 Largest city 
on the French 
Riviera 

18 Flies alone 

19 Lower leg part 

20 Consequently 

22 Partial amount 

23 Bowler’s focus 

24 Adv. business 
deg. 

26 No-nonsense 
29 Springs back 

34 Elephant’s nose 

35 Objectives 

36 Cereal grain 

37 Pealed 

381 of the 5 senses 

39 Bull, in Spanish 

40 Late great 
heavyweight 

41 Stuns 

42 _ Rica 

43 Breakfast order 

45 Most miffed 

46 Afternoon hour 

47 Wreck 

48 Bread for a gyro 
51 Move like a desk 

fan 

56 Lion’s cry 

57 Bank safe 

58 Specks 

60 _ up; confesses 

61 Glowing bit of 
coal 

62 in Love with 
Amy” 

63 Wise man 

64 All prepared 

65 That woman 

DOWN 

1 “Peter 

2 Way out 

3 Well-to-do 

4 Not in class 



48 

49 

50 


56 




60 




53 





Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


5 Housetops 

6 Filipino knife 

7 _ about; 
approximately 

8 Look like 

9 Capital of the 
Bahamas 

10 Repeated sound 

11 Ona_; 
impulsively 

12 Emmy winner 
Daly 

14 Oozing 

21 Singer Springfield 

25 Derek & others 

26 Narrow leather 
strip 

27 “The flowers 

that bloom in the 
spring,_..A 

28 Altercation 

29 Mother’s Day gift, 
perhaps 

30 Dines 

31 Adjustable loop 

32 Pub game 

33 Short-tailed 
weasel 

35 Long look 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


38 Assume control 

39 Violent 
windstorm 

41 Actor Aykroyd 

42 Bedspring 

44 Like gritty 
sandpaper 

45 Hot and humid 
47 Angered 


48 _ and cons 

49 Midwest state 

50 Spiciness 

52 Identical 

53 Castro’s land 

54 Truck scale 
divisions 

55 Cut, in a way 
59 Notice 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Fatal lion attack nets 3 
'serious' violations for 
center 


RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — North 
Carolina labor officials 
have cited an animal sanc¬ 
tuary for safety violations 
after a lion fatally mauled 
a 22-yea rold intern last De¬ 
cember. 

Ihe state Occupational 
Safety and Health Division 
issued a citation Thursday 
for three "serious" violations 
to the Conservator's Cen- 
terin Caswell County. 
Because Alexandra Black 
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was an unpaid intern, the 
division could not issue a di¬ 
rect citation for her death, 
according to an emailed 
statement from the state 
labor department. Officials 
issued a citation after de¬ 
termining that other em¬ 
ployees were exposed to 
hazards. The citation said 
that all violations must be 
corrected immediately. 
The center also must pay 
pena Ities of $3,000.Q 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
I with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms with pool for 
$470,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 


Lilia 

u: yjj 




facebook.com/ambatoday/ 


Classifieds 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Commercial property close to 
the new Container Port in 
Barcadera, build-up 424 m2, 
land 2400 m2 for $337,078. 

For more details 
contact Mito at 593 6318 

_211397 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Two story house with 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms at 
Kibaima/ Sta. Cruz on 
property land, with ocean view 
for $299,000 

Contact Mito at 593 6318 
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How to r.e<g,ch us! 



Halley Time Travel 


ArubaDiviPhoenix 
1BR Wk27 building 8 
6th floor studio wk #27/28 
30 weeks remain 
1 BR $8500 
Studio $7000 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 
Studio wk27 frontvillas 
Grondfloor 17 weeks $5500 
1 BR WK30 building 6 
3rd floor 32weeks $8500 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum Season 
1 BR Ocean View $12K 
1 BR Ocean Front $18K 


Gold season 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum Season 


Marriott Surf Club 
Gold Season 


Call: 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesreallty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage :resales&realty 


STSP 

Violence Against Women 


^ARUBA 

TimeSharea^ 
Private 0wn«r Sain 


TIMESH ARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week 26 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
i Week 27 Unit 2147 - $5,000 
Week 30 Unit 2546 - $5,500 
Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 2535 - $8,000 
Week 34 Unit 2535 - $8,000 


La Cabana BRC 

Week 29 & 30 Unit 419D - $4,000 BOTH 
Week 30 Unit 227A - $3,500 
Week 33 Unit 138A - $2,250 
i* Week 34 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 36 Unit 124B - $4,000 
It Week 45 Unit 424AB - $16,400 
3 Week 46 Unit 316C- $5,200 
Contact us now! 


CALL US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESHARE5.COM 


T 


HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


$18K 

$28K 

$5K 

$8K 

$12K 

Police 

Oranjestad 

Noord 

Sta. Cruz 

San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 

Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 

100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

911 

115 

582 2219 

' $15K 

TAXI SERVICES 

$17K 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

$18K 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

$27K 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

$28 K 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

r $7K 

Aruba Airport 

524 2424 

$8K 

American Airlines 582 2700 

$9K 

Avianca 

588 0059 

$12K 

Jet Blue 

588 2244 

$15K 

Surinam 

582 7896 


CRUISES 



July 02 

Freedom of the Seas 

July 03 

Monarch 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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^SCIENCE 



Video game designer 
establishes lab for 
renewable energy 



This J anuary 2017 photo provided by Ted Scambos shows sea ice on the ocean surrounding Ant¬ 
arctica during an expedition to the Ross Sea. 

Associated Piess 


Floating Antarctic icegoesfiom 
record high to record lows 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

amount of ice circling Ant¬ 
arctica is suddenly plung¬ 
ing from a record high to 
record lows, baffling scien¬ 
tists. 

Floating ice off the south¬ 
ern continent steadily in¬ 
creased from 1979 and 
hit a record high in 2014. 
But three years later, the 
annual average extent 
of Antarctic sea ice hit its 
lowest mark, wiping out 
three-and-a-half decades 
of gains — and then some, 
a NASA study of satellite 
data shows 

In recent years, 'things 
have been crazy," said 
Mark Serreze, director of 
the National Snow and Ice 
Data Center. In an email, 
he called the plummeting 
ice levels "a white-knuckle 
ride." 

Serreze and other outside 
experts said they don't 


know if this is a natural blip 
that will go away or more 
long-term global warming 
that is finally catching up 
with the South Pole. Ant¬ 
arctica hasn't showed as 
much consistent warming 
as its northern Arctic cous¬ 
in. 

"But the fact that a change 
this big can happen in 
such a short time should 
be viewed as an indica¬ 
tion that the Earth has the 
p o te ntia I fo r sig n ific a nt a nd 
rapid change," University 
of Colorado ice scientist 
Waleed Abdalati said in an 
email. 

Atthe polarregions, ice lev¬ 
els grow during the winter 
and shrink in the summer. 
Around Antarctica, sea 
ice averaged 4.9 million 
square miles (12.8 million 
square kilometers) in 2014. 
By 2017, it was a record low 
of 4.1 million square miles 


(10.7 million square kilome¬ 
ters, according to the study 
in Monday's Proceedings 
of the National Academy 
of Sciences. 

The difference covers an 
area biggerthan the size of 
Mexico. Losing that much 
in just three years "is pretty 
incredible" and fasterthan 
anything scientists have 
seen before, said study 
author Claire Parkinson, 
a NASA climate scien¬ 
tist. Antarctic sea ice in¬ 
creased slightly in 2018, but 
still was the second lowest 
since 1979. Even though 
ice is growing this time of 
year in Antarctica, levels 
in May and J une this year 
were the lowest on record, 
eclipsing 2017, according 
to the ice data center. 

Ice melting on the ocean 
surface doesn't change 
sea level. Non-scientists 
who reject mainstream cli¬ 
mate science often had 
pointed at increasing Ant¬ 
arctic sea ice to deny or 
downplay the lossof Arctic 
sea ice. While the Arctic 
has shown consistent and 
generally steady warming 
and ice melt — with some 
slightyearto yearvariation 
— Antarctica hashad more 
ups and downs while gen¬ 
erallytrending upward .□ 


KAILUA-KONA, Hawaii (AP) 

— A Dutch video game 
designerand entrepreneur 
has established a labora¬ 
tory on the Big Island that 
is focused on developing 
a Ite ma fives to fo ssil fue Is fo r 
energy, the Hawaii Tribune- 
Herald reported. 

Henk Rogers established 
the laboratory to test and 
develop renewable en¬ 
ergy systems that he hopes 
will make the state's en¬ 
ergy use 100% renewable 
by 2045, ending the state's 
reliance on fossil fuels that 
Rogers says is adding acid 
to the ocean and killing the 
coral reef, the newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

The laboratory, which is 
on a ranch, is currently fo¬ 
cused on the use of hydro¬ 
gen to create energy. The 
laboratory wants to use 
hydrogen energy cells to 
store the energy harnessed 
by the solarpanels, to pow¬ 
er the community water 
system, to create jobs and 
to cook food, the Tribune- 
Herald reported. 

The laboratory is run under 
the auspices of Rogers' Blue 


ANCHORAGE Alaska (AP) 

— Sea ice along north¬ 
ern Alaska disappeared 
far earlier than normal this 
spring, alarming coastal 
residents who rely on wild¬ 
life and fish. 

Ice melted as a result of 
exceptionally warm ocean 
temperatures, the Anchor¬ 
age Daily News reported . 
The early melting has been 
"crazy," said J a net Mitchell 
of Kivalina. Huntersfrom her 
family in early June trav¬ 
eled more than 50 miles 
(80 kilometers) by boat to 
find bearded seals on sea 
ice. Bearded seals in the 
past could be hunted just 
outside the village but sea 
ice had receded farto the 
north. 


Planet Foundation. One 
of Rogers' software com¬ 
panies has the intellectual 
property rights to Tetris, ac¬ 
cording to the foundation's 
website. 

Blue Planet wants to com¬ 
bine the use of solarenergy 
and hydrogen energy cells 
Because so laris an intermit¬ 
tent power source, it's im¬ 
portant to be able to store 
the energy to use during 
off-pea k hours There's usu- 
a lly 3.8 hours of quality sun¬ 
shine in the momingsatthe 
ranch, but the sky clouds 
overasthe day progresses 
'We knew storage was 
important and the key," 
said Paul Ponthieux, direc¬ 
tor and chief technology 
officer of Blue Planet Re¬ 
search. 'We have to grab 
all our energy in the limited 
window." 

The laboratory uses solar 
energy to pass an electric 
current through water to 
create hydrogen gas and 
oxygen, the newspaper 
reports The hydrogen is 
then stored underpressure 
in energy cells, similar to a 
batteryO 


'We didn't know if we'd 
have our winter food," she 
said. 'That was scary." 

The hunters ran out of gas 
after harvesting eight seals 
and a walrus They were 
able to call other residents 
to deliverfuel, Mite hell said. 
RickThoman, a climatolo¬ 
gist with the Alaska Center 
for Climate Assessment & 
Policy at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks, posted 
on social media last week 
that the northern Bering 
and southern Chukchi seas 
are "baking." 

The la st five years have pro¬ 
duced the warmest sea- 
surface temperatures on 
record in the region, con¬ 
tributing to record low sea- 
ice levelsO 



Melted Alaska sea ice 
a la ims c oast residents* 
scientists 
























PEOPLE & ARTS I * 29 


TUESDAY 2 JULY 2019 


Cody J ohnson is bridging the Texas-Nashville musical gap 



This June 4, 2019 file photo shows country singer Cody Johnson performing during the CMT Cross 
Roads Brooks & Dunn and Riends live taping on Broadway in Nashville, "lenn. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated ness 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Ever since Willie Nelson left 
Nashville in the early 1970s 
to return to Texas, there's 
been a large chasm be¬ 
tween the "red dirt"country 
artists working primarily in 
Texas and Oklahoma and 
the polished, radio friendly 
music being produced in 
Nashville. 

Even today, there's a sepa¬ 
rate country radio chart for 
Texas stations and the inde¬ 
pendent country acts that 
are popularthere often get 
labeled in Nashville as just 
"regional artists." 

East Texas-raised Cody 
Johnson spent more than 
a decade in that musical 
scene and heard the dis¬ 
trust that many Texas coun¬ 
try artists had for Nashville 
record labels. 

'There were a lot of artists 
from that era who were 
probably a bit arrogant in 
the fact that 'I'm from Texas 
and I've got this and you're 
not going to tell me whatto 
do,"'Johnson said. "I think 
there has been something 
lost on some guys from 
Texas that maybe thought 
they were Willie orWaylon." 
Johnson, a former rodeo 
cowboy turned country 
singer, wants to bridge that 
gap by straddling the tra¬ 
ditional and the modem, 
Texas and Nashville, and 


he's finding an audience 
hisown way. 

Warner Music Nashville's ex¬ 
ecutive vice president for 
A&R Cris Lacy tried to sign 
Johnson for years, but he 
kept rejecting their offers. 
Lacy knew that major la¬ 
bels often got stereotyped 
as being heavy handed 
with new artists by chang¬ 
ing their sound or forcing 
they work with certain pro¬ 
ducers. But she was a Iso try¬ 


ing to overcome a cultural 
challenge. 

'There's so much pride in 
the Texas music scene be¬ 
cause it is so special," Lacy 
said. 'They are very protec¬ 
tive of it. And each Texas 
artist has to think about 
when they move on to the 
next step, are they going 
to alienate the people that 
believed in them?" 

As an independent artist, 
Johnson released two al¬ 


bums that reached the top 
10 without major label sup¬ 
port or distribution and sold 
out the Houston Rodeo with 
74,000 tickets. But John¬ 
son knew that he couldn't 
ma ke the next lea p without 
the support of a label and 
commercial country radio. 
Lastyear,J ohnson a signed 
a deal with Warner Music 
Nashville in a 50-50 part¬ 
nership with his own im¬ 
print called Cojo Music. 


He made it clear that he 
wanted creative control, 
including choosing hisown 
producer and songs, own¬ 
ing hisown publishing and 
even deciding how he 
dressed. 

'There were a lot of people 
that wanted to change a 
lot about me. This being 
a huge factor for a lot of 
people," he said, pointing 
to hiscowboy hat. 

His debut as a Warner art¬ 
ist, "Ain't Nothin' To It," hit 
the top of Billboard's coun¬ 
try album chart in Janu¬ 
ary, and his first single from 
thatalbum, 'On My WayTo 
You," peaked at No. 11 on 
Billboard's Country Airplay 
Chart, his best charting 
single yet. He's opening up 
forGeorge Strait and Blake 
Shelton at Gillette Stadium 
in Foxborough, Massachu¬ 
setts, in August. He also 
opened for Luke Combs, 
one of country radio's fast¬ 
est rising stars, on select 
datesth is summer. 
Johnson's album reflects 
the traditional country he 
idolizes but adds elements 
of gospel, rock and blues 
to sound fresh for younger 
ears. He chose a honky- 
tonk blues song written by 
Chris Stapleton, a rocking 
Charlie Daniels cover, a 
couple songsaboutthe ro¬ 
deo, a gospel song and a 
coverof RogerMiller's "Hus¬ 
bands and Wives.'□ 


Old friends return in Doivon's 'Almost Midnight 


By BRUCE DESILVA 
Associated Press 

"Almost Midnight," by Paul 
Do iron (Minotaur) 

In nine previous crime nov¬ 
els, Paul Doiron's protago¬ 
nist, Maine game warden 
Mike Bowditch, has made 
more than his share of 
friends and enemies. Now, 
in "Almost Midnight," two 
friends featured in earlier 
books return, and both are 
in desperate need of help. 
One of them is Billy Crank, 
an ex-soldier who's prone 
to paranoia, fiercely loyal, 
and capable of explosive 
violence. In an earlierbook, 
Crank saved Bowditch's life 
by shooting two gunmen, 
impetuously dispatching 
one, who already been 


rendered helpless, with a 
bullet to the head. 

The other friend is Shadow, 
a wolf-dog hybrid that 
Bowd itch once rescued 
from a couple of meth 
heads and briefly consid¬ 
ered keeping as a pet be¬ 
fore the beast broke free 
and fled into the woods. 
The plot begins when 
Crank calls Bowd itch from 
prison, where he is doing 
time for that head shot. 
He begs Bowditch to look 
into the background of a 
prison guard but won't ex¬ 
plain why. Chalking it up to 
Crank's paranoia, Bowditch 
declines. 

But within hours, two shiv- 
wielding cons ambush the 
guard. Crank comes to the 


rescue, kills one of the at¬ 
tackers, and gets stabbed 
in the gutforhistrouble. 

Not long after, a game 
warden who patrols a 
mountainous territory near 
the Androscoggin River 
calls Bowditch with more 
bad news Shadow has 
been found ata ramshack¬ 
le farm, the bolt from a 
crossbow protruding from 
his torso. 

Investigating the prison 
stabbing is a job for the 
state police. Because 
Shadow was shot outside 
of Bowd itch's territory, 
that's none of his business 
either. But Bowditch has 
never been one to stand 
on protocol. Soon, he's rac¬ 
ing between the shoreline, 


where the prison is located, 
and the mountains, where 
Shadow was found, hell¬ 
bent on figuring out what 
his human and canine 
friends have gotten them¬ 
selves into. 

The Crank case proves far 
provesfarmore complicat¬ 
ed, involving a conspiracy 
that puts prisoners, prison 
guards and even Crank's 
family in mortal peril. The 
Shadow case is difficult as 
well, hampered by a lack 
of cooperation from hostile 
mountain folk. As usual in 
a Doiron novel, the char¬ 
acters are well drawn, the 
Maine landscape is vividly 
portrayed, and Bowditch 
pursues his passion to pro- 
tectthe innocentand bring 



This cover image released by 
Minotaur shows "Almost Mid¬ 
night;" a novel by Tteul Doiron. 

Associated Press 

evil doers to justice regard¬ 
less persona I cost.Q 
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Toy Story 4' repeats at No. lover'Anna belle/ 'Yesterday' 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Toy 

Story 4" hung onto the top 
spot in its second week in 
theaters and the horror 
sequel "Annabelle Comes 
Home" opened in line with 
expectations, but the Cin¬ 
derella story of the week¬ 
end was actually the third 
place movie: 'Yesterday." 
The Danny Boyle-directed 
musical romantic com¬ 
edy featuring the music of 
the Beatles debuted well 
over industry expectations, 


earning an estimated $17 
million from North Ameri¬ 
can theaters. In a summer 
where most films have de¬ 
buted either under or at 
industry tracking, which are 
often lowball projections, 
and original comedies 
have struggled to find audi¬ 
ences, 'Yesterday" proved 
to be the exception. 
Starring relative newcomer 
Himesh Patel, 'Yesterday" 
imagines a world where 
only one man remembers 



This undated image provided by Disney/ Pixar shows a scene fiom the movie 'Iby Story 4." 

Associated Press 
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THE MAGIC OF THE MOVIES 
ON YOUR MOBILE DEVICE 


3 Store r Google Play 


the music of the Beatles 
and decides to present 
their catalog of hits as his 
own. 

Although critics were 
mixed, audiences, who 
were mostly female (56 
and over the age of 25 
(75%) have embraced the 
film with an A- Cinema S- 
core and a 90%audience 
score on Rotten Tomatoes. 
Universal's President of Do¬ 
mestic "Theatrical Distribu¬ 
tion Jim Orr says he tries 
to use the word 'thrilled" 
judiciously, but that it ap¬ 


plies here. "Among all of 
the sequels and all of the 
explosions of the summer, 
this is a very charming, 
original, whimsical musi¬ 
cal romance with iconic 
music and amazing perfor¬ 
mances... (and direction)," 
Orrsaid. "Allofthataddsup 
to a great, great run at the 
domestic box office." 

Even Warner Bros., which 
has the Bruce Springsteen- 
themed film "Blinded by 
the Ught" coming later this 
summer was heartened by 
'Yesterday's" launch, which 


motivated a solidly adult 
demographic to trek out 
to the movie theater on 
opening weekend. 
AsComscore senior media 
analyst Paul Dengarabe- 
dian put it: "It's not always 
the No. 1 film that's the big 
story." 

"The No. 1 film was once 
again 'Toy Story 4," which 
added $57.9 million from 
domestic theaters, down 
52% from its debut last 
weekend. Globally the film 
has already netted $496.5 
millionO 


Kaley Cuocolakesa dramatic turn 
after'Big Bang Theory' 



In this Jan. 13, 2019, file photo, Kaley Cuoco poses in the piess 
loom at the 24th annual Critics: Choice Awards at the Baiker 
Hangar in Santa Monica, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kal¬ 
ey Cuoco is making a big 
move after wrapping 12 
seasons with 'The Big Bang 
"Theory," with a new pro¬ 
duction deal and a pivot 
from comedy to drama. 
Cuoco has signed an ex¬ 
clusive, multi-year deal 
with Warner Bros. Televi¬ 
sion Group, the company 


said Monday. "The agree¬ 
ment keeps Cuoco in busi¬ 
ness with the studio that 
produced 'The Big Bang 
Theory,"the CBScomedy in 
which Cuoco played Pen¬ 
ny. It ended its hit run last 
May. 

In a statement, Cuoco said 
she was excited to con¬ 
tinue an "incredibly col¬ 
laborative and gratifying 


relationship" with Warner, 
adding, 'They're stuck with 
me now!" 

Financial terms of the deal 
were notannounced. 
Herfinstannounced project 
is the hour-long series 'The 
Flight Attendant," a thriller 
based on the novel of the 
same name by Chris Bo- 
hjalian. It will be made for 
the WamerMedia stream¬ 
ing service set to launch for 
consumers in early 2020. 
Under the deal, Cuoco 
and her production com¬ 
pany will develop ideasfor 
originalTV projects through 
variousWamerW group di¬ 
visions The projects will be 
aimed at platforms includ¬ 
ing broadcast, cable and 
streaming, the company 
said. 

A holding agreement for 
Cuoco's acting services 
is part of the overall deal, 
with Warner developing 
new series with her in mind. 
The company and Cuoco, 
33, signed a previous deal 
in 20170 
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Essence Fest marks 25 yea is of celebrating black culture 



H.E.R. peiibimsatthe Coachella Music &ArtsFestival atthe Empire 


Associated Press 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 

Essence Festival, which 
draws thousands to New 
Orleans during the fourth 
of J uly week, is celebrating 
25 years of bringing African 
American women of all 
ages together for thought¬ 
proving conversation and 
performances from top 
musical acts. 

Launched to mark the 
25th anniversary of black- 
owned Essence magazine, 
the festival has become a 
yearly celebration to high¬ 
light excellence in business, 
fashion, entertainment, 
and, of course, music. 

It is a destination vacation 
forAfrican American wom¬ 
en, which was showcased 
in the 2017 hit movie "Girls 
Trip." The movie —which 
starred Regina Hall, Queen 
Latifah, Jada Pinkett Smith, 
and Tiffany Haddish in a 
breakout role — centered 
on four longtime friends 
who reunited at Essence. 
The festival is July 5-7 and 
has two parts: daytime ac¬ 
tivities and panel discus¬ 
sions mainly held at the 
convention center and 
nighttime music and con- 
certsatthe Superdome. 

The Associated Press spoke 
to some performers and 
thought leaders who've 
made frequent appear¬ 
ances and to a relatively 
new performer who is mov¬ 
ing up to the main stage 
this year about what they 
like about the festival and 
why they return. 

MARYJ. BUGE 

The Grammy Award-win¬ 
ning songstress is no strang¬ 
er to the festival, having 
closed the show many 
times in the past. 

She's scheduled to take the 
main stage Saturday atthe 
Superdome. 

This year, though, is extra 
special, she said. The festi¬ 
val marks 25 years and so 
does her album, "My Life." 
It's a milestone that 'feels 
great." 

"It's one of the most impor¬ 
tant albums of my career. 
It's when I started a relation¬ 
ship with my fa ns," she said. 
"I could touron that album 
for the rest of my life and 
not make another song." 
Blige said she never doubt¬ 
ed the festival would reach 


In this April 14,2019 file photo. 
Polo Club in Indio, Calif. 


the quarter-century mark. 
"It's been nothing but huge 
sine e Da y 1," she sa id. "Peo- 
ple from all over the world 
and aII waIks of life floek to 
this big, black event. Every¬ 
one's coming to see what's 
going on, to come to New 
Orleans, to eat. The food 
down there is crazy good 
and there's a party every 
other night. There's lots of 
entrepreneurship around, 
there's gospel, there's ev¬ 
erything. It's just phenom¬ 
enal." 

Blige received BETs Life¬ 
time Achievement Award 
in J une. 

REV. ALSHARPTON 

Sharpton has attended 
and participated in every 
festival since its inception 
in 1994. And, as a result, he 
said he stays on his toes. 
"Everywhere I go, people 
tell me 'I will see you at Es¬ 
sence,"' he said. 'Thatforc¬ 
es me to think of a new 
speech every year." 
Sharpton generally ap¬ 
pears during the daytime 
activities at the conven¬ 
tion center. Festivalgoers 
can attend any number 
of panel discussions or pre- 
sentationson issuessuch as 
politics, economic wealth, 


health care and entre¬ 
preneurship. He said the 
festival has become the 
"central meeting place for 
black people, black wom¬ 
en specifically." 

"It's a celebration of who 
we are and the diversity 
of us in terms of our talents 
and ourgifts. It'sthe perfect 
mix of entertainment and 
information,"he said. 
Sharpton recalled when 
the magazine's co-found¬ 
er, Edward Lewis, started 
the project: "When I wason 
that first leadership panel 
atthe first festival I thought, 
this was just a one-time 
thing." 

But since then, the festival 
has grown from a few ex¬ 
hibitions to a destination 
for Fortune 500 compa¬ 
nies, top lecturers, business 
minds and CEOs, Sharpton 
said. 

MAZE, FEATURING FRANKIE 
BEVERLY 

This year the festival is pay¬ 
ing tribute to one of its long¬ 
time stars: Maze, featuring 
Frankie Beverly. 

For 15 years, Beverly and 
Maze closed the Essence 
Festival, often turning the 
Superdome floor into a 
sea of dancing fans Bev¬ 


erly has an almost cult-like 
following with devoted 
fans who sing along with 
him. During a Maze perfor¬ 
mance, fans can be seen 
dancing in the aisles, many 
wearing white clothing as 
Beverly often does 
He sayshe'salwaysa mazed 
to see how fa ns react. 

'They don't have to do that, 
but it shows they're still into 
us and to still be in that po¬ 
sition to do that, I'm moved 
and pleased by it. To be 
back this year is like getting 
with your family again," he 
said. 

Beverly's run at the festival 
ended in 2010 when a new 
producer decided to end 
the long tradition of Maze 
as the closer. Many fans 
were disappointed despite 
the great talent tapped to 
close such asBeyonce, Lio¬ 
nel Richie, Aretha Franklin 
and Earth, Wind and Fire. 
In 2015, Beverly returned for 
an appearance that co¬ 
incided with the festival's 
recognition of the 10-year 
anniversary of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

On this year's final night, 
the festival is scheduled to 
pay tribute to Beverly for his 
lifetime contribution to mu¬ 
sic. The tribute will feature 


a special performance by 
Anthony Hamilton. 

KE.R. 

The Grammy winning sing¬ 
er-songwriter returns to the 
festival this year but moves 
to the main stage instead of 
the Superlounges— smaller 
venues set up in the Super¬ 
dome's cavernous halls. 

"I'm so excited," she said. 
"It's just honestly crazy but 
dope too because last 
year, people were telling 
me I should have been on 
the main stage and now I 
am." 

H.E.R., whose real name is 
Gabriella Wilson, said she's 
looking forward to being 
on stage the same night 
as icons Blige and first lady 
Michelle Obama. She's a Iso 
eager to sample New Or¬ 
leans' famous cuisine. 
"Essence isone ofthe plac¬ 
es you go if you want (to) 
see all the beautiful black 
people from all over the 
world. It's black excellence 
at its finest, literally. And 
having it in New Orleans 
is the best place because 
the food iscrazy good!" 

She hopes her perfor¬ 
mance isan opportunity to 
expose those who may not 
be fa miliar with her music. 

DONNIE McCLURKIN 

Before the thousands of 
festival-goers head home 
Sunday, many of them 
gather at the convention 
centerfora gospel service 
to connect spiritually. 
McClurkin, a pastor and 
singer, has performed and 
hosted the service multiple 
times and says he's looking 
forward to this year's event. 
"It's really devoted to us as 
African Americans, not just 
women, but to the black 
experience," McClurkin 
said. "At this point, it's got to 
be one of mostsoughtafter 
tickets in the world." 

The 'We Fall Down" singer 
said he's awed by the fes¬ 
tival's "diversity and appre¬ 
ciation for ethnic accom¬ 
plishment" and that the 
event is a Iso a platform for 
gospel performers. 

"It exposes us to people 
who may not have known 
us before and gives us an 
opportunity to minister to 
people from all walks of 
life,"McClurkin said.Q 
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College music department resurrects long-lost funk music 


By KRISTEN DEG ROOT 
Associated ness 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Back 
in the summer of 2005, 
Drexel University's Music In¬ 
dustry program got a very 
curiousphone call. 

On the line was the owner 
of a storage facility in Phila¬ 
delphia, wondering if the 
school would be interested 
in thousands of music stu¬ 
dio tapes, seemingly aban¬ 
doned in a unitforwhich no 
rent had been collected in 
a long time. 

The man said the tapes aII 
had the same labelson the 
side: Sigma Sound Studio. 
For aficionados of Phila¬ 
delphia funk, that's a fa¬ 
mous name. In the 1960s 
and 1970s, Sigma Sound 
helped create 'The Sound 
of Philadelphia" — the 
funky soul sound charac¬ 
terized by lush instrumental 
arrangements often featur¬ 
ing strings and ho ms Ihe 
studio churned out hits like 
The Trarumps' "Disco Infer- 
no"and The Three Degrees' 
'When Will I See You Again." 
ManyGamble and Huff hits 
were recorded there, in¬ 
cluding The O'Jays' "Love 
Train." 

No one knew the specific 
items in the stash, but Drex- 
el's music industry program 
definitely wanted it, said 
Professor Toby Seay, proj¬ 
ect director of the univer¬ 
sity's audio archives. 

'The thought was if there 
are 7,000 tapes coming 
from the Sigma collection, 
there's gotta be good stuff 
in there," he said. 

Good stuff indeed. A reel 
from David Bowie's record¬ 
ing sessions at the studio 




In this May 8, 2019 photo shown is a reel tiom Stevie Wonder's 
recording sessions at the Sigma Sound Studio, at Drexel Univer¬ 
sity in Philadelphia. 



Associated Press 

Philly Groove Records. Res¬ 
ervoir's Faith Newman dis¬ 
covered more Nat Turner 
Rebellion tapes. The follow¬ 
ing year, Newman tracked 
down Jefferson on Face- 
book and got his permis¬ 
sion to move forward with 
an album, Seay said. She 
collaborated with Drexel to 
assemble it. 

"I wanted to put something 
out commercially that was 
viable, and that's where 
the archives come in," said 


Marc Offenbach, a music 
industry veteran who now 
teaches at the university. 
His students developed a 
marketing plan and a so¬ 
cial media strategy. Work¬ 
ing with Vinyl Me, Please, 
which is a record subscrip¬ 
tion service, the students 
were able to produce the 
album on vinyl as well as 
digitally, lending a 19705- 
era authenticity to the 
project. They pressed 5,000 
albums, which he said sold 
out. 

'The greatest lesson is that 
we are actually making a 
profit," he said. "Just loving 
the band doesn't work. It's 
a business." 

So far, students and Seay 
have listened to and digi¬ 
tized only about 10 percent 
of the music in the collec¬ 
tion. 

'The students there are 
probably not even aware 
of the significance of what 
they are doing," said Dave 
Moore, a music historian 
and Philadelphia soul ex¬ 
pert who co-authored 
'There's That Beat! Guide 
to the Philly Sound" with 
Jason Thornton. "But they 
should have our grateful 
thanks for what they do in 
ensuring this music can be 
preserved and enjoyed for 
generations to come.'O 


In this May 8, 2019 photo Mate Offenbach Assistant leaching 
Professor, Music Industry at Drexel University poses fora portrait 
with music studio la pes from the Sigma Sound Studio collection, 
in Philadelphia. 


In this May 8,2019 photo shown isa reel from from a Nat Turner Rebellion recording session atthe 
Sigma Sound Studio, at Drexel University in Philadelphia. 


while getting together his 
1974 'Young Americans" 
album; tracks from Teddy 
Pendergrass, Sly Stone, 
Patti La Belle, Gladys Knight 
and Stevie Wonder. As 
Seay and students slogged 
through the collection, 
working to digitize it, there 
was always the lingering 
possibility of discovering 
unheard and unreleased 
gems. Seay came upon 
just that in 2011, when he 
pulled a tape named "Nat 
Turner Rebellion" off the 
shelf. 

'The song was called 
Tribute to a Slave' and it 
blew me away," he said 
of the 1969 recording that 
packed power, politics 
and Philly funk and soul. He 
filed it away and made a 
note to keep an eye out for 
more of the band named 


after an 1831 slave revolt. 
Fast forward eight years, 
and the band's unreleased 
album "Laughto Keep From 
Crying" was released in 
March on Drexel's student- 
run MAD Dragon Records 
label — some 50 years af¬ 
ter it was recorded. A New 
York Times review calls it 
"a greeting across eras ... 
vintage socially conscious, 
tambourine-shaking funk." 
From 1969 to 1972, the Nat 
Turner Rebellion recorded 
for Philly Groove Records, 
which released a few sin¬ 
gles, and opened for the 
chart-topping Delfonics. 

The band, led by Joseph 
Jefferson, broke up after 
what Jefferson described 
to the Philadelphia Inquirer 
as a spat with band mem¬ 
ber Bill Spratley, who he 
said pulled a gun on him 
during an argument over 
money. 

Afterward, Jefferson went 
on to write a string of hits 
for other bands, including 
'One of a Kind (Love Affair)" 
for the Spinners. 

'There was not a thought 
in my mind that this could 
have happened,"Jefferson 
told the newspaper after 
the Nat Turner album's re¬ 
lease. 'Thisiswhat I wanted. 
Just the recognition forthis." 
At 75, he's the last surviving 
memberof the group. 

It wasn't exactly simple get¬ 
ting the album together. 
In 2012, Reservoir Media 
Management acquired 


Associated Ftess 


Associated ness 

























